George Bilgere

SOLSTICE

The sad light of winter afternoon

leans against the Sears store in its parking lot,
the great, yellow cube of butter moving
blandly under the clouds, the green script of Sears
written on the sky sometime in the fifties,

the people coming and going, their arms

full of merchandise from Sears, the Sears
employees, or associates as they are now called,
neatly dressed and friendly, moving with confidence
amid lawn and garden products, housewares
and Sears lingerie, hefting Sears all-weather
radials and tidying up piles of good-quality,
reasonably priced work shirts and slacks,

their movements across the ancient linoleum
seemingly effortless, although I know

from experience that their feet are aching,

that their eyes stray wistfully to the big
industrial face of the yellowed Waltham

as they think of their next break, of slipping
behind the scenes into the associate lounge

for ten minutes to have a Coke and some chips
from the vending machine, maybe a smoke

if they haven’t quit already, tilting

a chair back, putting up their feet, dropping
their chins and letting the mind go blank

in the company of two or three other

tired associates of Sears, sharing stories,
making restful sounds, almost falling asleep

to the hum and whir of this great, nationwide
retail engine that is fading now, downsizing,
shuddering like a dreaming dinosaur

in the last light of the millennium
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but where, nonetheless, for now
the associates doze, nametags pinned
to their chests, safe in the huge heart of Sears.



	Article Contents
	p. 75
	p. 76

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 29, No. 1 (Spring, 1999), pp. 1-196
	Front Matter
	Obscurity [pp. 1-4]
	Bellow's Blues [pp. 5-10]
	From "La France" [pp. 11-14]
	Paree Bis [pp. 15-24]
	Flight [pp. 25-36]
	Farmer [pp. 37-45]
	Library [pp. 46-53]
	The Great Ones [pp. 54-55]
	Fiddler on the Roof [pp. 56-63]
	Storm-Tossed [pp. 64-69]
	White Moths [pp. 70-74]
	Solstice [pp. 75-76]
	A Kind of Catastrophe [pp. 77-79]
	The Disconsolation of Philosophy [p. 80-80]
	Whispering in Penny's Ear [p. 81-81]
	Directing a University Press [pp. 82-83]
	Fetch [p. 84-84]
	Da Vinci Lumbers through the Sistine Chapel [p. 85-85]
	The Fiddler's Trance [p. 86-86]
	The Making of the World [pp. 87-88]
	The Stars beneath My Feet [pp. 88-89]
	Three South American Writers
	Intertextual Latin American Narrative in the Work of Jorge Accame [pp. 90-91]
	Diary of an Explorer [pp. 91-97]
	The Recuperative Work of Lourdes Espinola [p. 98-98]
	From "I Write the Life of a Woman" [pp. 99-100]
	All That Is Needed [p. 100-100]
	Like the Dance of the Dolphin in the Ocean [pp. 100-101]
	From "Abyss" [pp. 101-103]
	Manuscript in the Drawer [p. 103-103]
	The Voice within the Voice of Monica Velásquez [p. 104-104]
	From "Three Names for a Place" [pp. 105-109]

	Clean [pp. 110-120]
	The Age of Discovery [pp. 121-126]
	Things Human [pp. 127-128]
	However [p. 129-129]
	What Happens [p. 130-130]
	Winter Scene [pp. 131-132]
	Narcissus as Is [p. 133-133]
	Balthus Returns [p. 134-134]
	Un Commencement [p. 135-135]
	The Moldau [pp. 136-137]
	The Women Who Love Elvis All Their Lives [p. 138-138]
	The Death of Gladys Presley [p. 139-139]
	Too High [p. 140-140]
	"Coruscating Glamour": Lynda Hull and the Movies [pp. 141-153]
	Lessons in Fire [pp. 154-167]
	Little Arrow [pp. 168-169]
	Review: Two Novels by Arno Schmidt [pp. 170-176]
	Review: A 101 Fictions [pp. 177-179]
	Review: Erotic Sufferings: "Autobiography of Red" and Other Anthropologies [pp. 180-188]
	Back Matter



