
Fasting on Yom Kippur Mark Halperin 

Today the pear trees wrapped in shawls of air, 
the wind that bends them booming with frogs? 

but I am not wearing a new blue suit. My hair 

is not perfumed spikes of black that poke out 

under a white skull-cap. This day each year 
the Law added our sins to our fathers'. 

All the Jewish boys were absolved 

like trees that drop their foliage 

all at once. We'd play at prayer and fasting, 
at emptying and the chest-thumping of grown men 

till sundown. A few remaining leaves scratch 

and their dry cough recalls the drone 

of men in prayershawls, the tinkle of glasses 
later, a table heaped with herring and sardines. 

My heart catches. Netted, it bangs 
louder. We stiffen, our yearly rings 

unbreathable armor without forgetfulness. 
Without memory we repeat our fathers, slip 

and vanish around the trunks of pear trees. 

I fast today. I walk out past 

the unpruned orchard, 

nostalgia's branches 
clacking. 

96 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 96

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 10, No. 3 (Summer, 1979), pp. 1-114
	Front Matter
	Stories
	A Working Day [pp. 1-27]
	Harry's Death [pp. 28-32]
	The Calm [pp. 33-37]
	From "The Augustine Notebooks" [pp. 38-42]
	Silent Movies [pp. 43-57]
	Pain, and What to Do about It [pp. 58-65]

	Essays
	Robert Coover's Playing Fields [pp. 66-74]
	Will You Please Be Quiet, Please?: Voyeurism, Dissociation, and the Art of Raymond Carver [pp. 75-90]

	Poems
	The Lapidary Poems [pp. 91-92]
	Jerusalem [pp. 93-94]
	Going on [p. 95-95]
	Fasting on Yom Kippur [p. 96-96]
	Voltairine de Cleyre at St. John's [pp. 97-98]
	Love in Exile [p. 99-99]
	The Corpse of Urien [p. 100-100]
	Amaranth [p. 101-101]
	The Hidden [p. 102-102]
	The No [p. 103-103]
	Palinode [p. 104-104]
	The History of Armor [p. 105-105]
	Coma [p. 106-106]
	The Will to Live [p. 107-107]
	The Unidentified Saints of Misperception [p. 108-108]
	Florence Nightingale Receives a Visitor [p. 109-109]
	The White Horse, 1950 [p. 110-110]
	The Success of the Hunt [pp. 111-112]

	Back Matter



