
In Medias Res E. Grosholz 

The whip of pleasure sends us all, 
our sensitivities bright red, 

delighted, lightly nipped, to some extreme. 

Herodotus observed that at the edge 
of the recorded world, things grow more strange. 
Hot spices and monstrosities 
are carried in by camel to the center 

where civil, solid folk are pleased 
to pay a lot for something from the corners. 

Thus we who cannot travel very far 

but in imagination, sometimes fall 

deeper into the boundaries 

than tourists like Herodotus who saw, 

made notes, and came away 

all the more Greek for what they thought they knew. 

Hard at the center, we undo 

the casks of Scythia and the serpent Nile, 

plunging through crimson, musk and wine 

to find what we are dying to, 
our secret folded there among the spoils. 

39 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 39

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 10, No. 4 (Fall, 1979), pp. 1-116
	Front Matter
	Essays
	"Strange Things, Savage Things": Saul Bellow's Hidden Theme [pp. 1-15]

	Poetry
	Hannah's Travel [pp. 16-21]
	On the Back of the Note I Left You When I Went out I Have Written This Ode [p. 22-22]
	Not Here [pp. 23-24]
	Letter from Germany [pp. 25-26]
	The Spa of the Posthumous [p. 27-27]
	In the Deceased Woman's Blossoming Yard [p. 28-28]
	Under Darkness [p. 29-29]
	The Horse We Lie down In [p. 30-30]
	Laura's Ghost [p. 31-31]
	Another River [p. 32-32]
	Settling into the A-Frame [p. 33-33]
	The Register [p. 34-34]
	On Translation [p. 35-35]
	Diamond Breakfast [p. 36-36]
	Passage [p. 37-37]
	Winter Ritual [p. 38-38]
	In Medias Res [p. 39-39]
	The Goblin Market, or, the Sorrows of Satan [p. 40-40]

	Fiction
	Free Writing [pp. 41-54]
	Missy [pp. 55-59]
	The Celebration [pp. 60-65]
	Holidays Frightened My Father [pp. 66-71]
	Cooling Off [pp. 72-92]

	Essays
	"The Woman Warrior," by Maxine Hong Kingston: A Bridging of Autobiography and Fiction [pp. 93-98]
	Past Halfway: "The Retrieval System," by Maxine Kumin [pp. 99-109]
	"The Death of Jim Loney," by James Welch [pp. 110-111]

	Postscript [p. 114-114]
	Errata to Coover and Carver [p. 115-115]
	Back Matter



