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Starlings - Laura Jensen

Outside the window, at the top

of a chimney, two starlings are bathing
in soot. In a flock they grind away

at the grass, fly away like wagons
with sticking wheels. How they make
their presumptuous wishes,

what they practice in solitude

must be therapy, concord, and sleep.
They hang there in some indifferent
tree, dream their boring dreams
which they consider luminary.

They have always just-sprung from some horn

of plenty, they hop like rabbits,
like a gang of kids. As they pound
up to the trees they are like a veil
trailing, a veil you pray beneath.
They are like prayers for the lifting
of that veil. They are not beautiful.

It is cold. I lean at the radiator.

In one of my panes of glass, a man fills

his birdbath, the stream of water glitters

all this way to the other side of the street.
They might bathe, they might bathe forever
and be yet speckled, gritty, holy only

by name. They bear their stars

crudely, yet believe me, they are Earth’s
creatures; suet and seed are cool and good.

)
University of lowa 3@;‘&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review NIKGIS ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 64

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 10, No. 1 (Winter, 1979), pp. 1-106
	Front Matter
	Essays
	Safety and Disaster through Indefinition [pp. 1-11]

	Stories
	Miracle Feet [pp. 12-27]
	The Dressmaker's Dummy [pp. 28-32]
	Alfred Kinsey, Alone after an Interview, Dreams of Indiana [pp. 33-37]

	Poems
	Fisherman [p. 38-38]
	Instances of Blood in Iowa [pp. 39-42]
	Regret [p. 43-43]
	In the Orchard [p. 44-44]
	Anonymous [p. 45-45]
	Falling Asleep in a Garden [p. 46-46]
	Ballet [p. 47-47]
	A Song: [When a Man Loves a Woman]; When a Man Loves a Woman by Percy Sledge; When a Man Loves a Woman by Percy Sledge; When a Man Loves a Woman [pp. 48-52]
	Vanishing Point [pp. 53-54]
	The Loneliness of Animals [pp. 55-56]
	Poem with Sedative Effect [pp. 57-58]
	The Absence of the Cabbage Moth [pp. 59-60]
	Blue Bottle [pp. 61-62]
	Lipstick [p. 63-63]
	Starlings [p. 64-64]

	Essays
	The Other Side of the Wall [pp. 65-75]
	One Art [p. 76-76]
	On a Villanelle by Elizabeth Bishop [pp. 77-81]

	Stories
	Love in the Childhood of Konrad Vost [pp. 82-94]

	Reviews
	Review: Kinnell's "Walking down the Stairs" [pp. 95-98]
	Review: Wendell Berry: Culture and Fidelity [pp. 99-104]

	Back Matter



