
Regret Maxine Kumin 

The field's no 
longer simple; it's 

a soul's crossing time. ?Roethke 

All those elusive berries 

that run like hen tracks 

through this field of daisies 

through this field of larks' nests 

paintbrush, quack grass; 

all those tag ends of human 

speech the insects imitate 

hanging their odd inflected 

buzz, free-standing and misheard 

in still air over this field; 

all those annulled connections 

all those missed chances 

and time running out untested 

hot and headlong like the voles' 

slim tunnels in this field 

running out like summer 

into the mouths of immense frogs 
into the blowing field and leaf clatter 

calling to me and me crossing over 

as if nothing 
were the matter. 

43 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 43

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 10, No. 1 (Winter, 1979), pp. 1-106
	Front Matter
	Essays
	Safety and Disaster through Indefinition [pp. 1-11]

	Stories
	Miracle Feet [pp. 12-27]
	The Dressmaker's Dummy [pp. 28-32]
	Alfred Kinsey, Alone after an Interview, Dreams of Indiana [pp. 33-37]

	Poems
	Fisherman [p. 38-38]
	Instances of Blood in Iowa [pp. 39-42]
	Regret [p. 43-43]
	In the Orchard [p. 44-44]
	Anonymous [p. 45-45]
	Falling Asleep in a Garden [p. 46-46]
	Ballet [p. 47-47]
	A Song: [When a Man Loves a Woman]; When a Man Loves a Woman by Percy Sledge; When a Man Loves a Woman by Percy Sledge; When a Man Loves a Woman [pp. 48-52]
	Vanishing Point [pp. 53-54]
	The Loneliness of Animals [pp. 55-56]
	Poem with Sedative Effect [pp. 57-58]
	The Absence of the Cabbage Moth [pp. 59-60]
	Blue Bottle [pp. 61-62]
	Lipstick [p. 63-63]
	Starlings [p. 64-64]

	Essays
	The Other Side of the Wall [pp. 65-75]
	One Art [p. 76-76]
	On a Villanelle by Elizabeth Bishop [pp. 77-81]

	Stories
	Love in the Childhood of Konrad Vost [pp. 82-94]

	Reviews
	Review: Kinnell's "Walking down the Stairs" [pp. 95-98]
	Review: Wendell Berry: Culture and Fidelity [pp. 99-104]

	Back Matter



