The Plane and The Watcher . Lyn Coffin

The plane goes into a tail-spin, does

A nose-dive into the pool where the Watcher

Has been waiting. He scoops up the shining

Metal fish in one hand and carries it,

Still dripping, to the fire he began

By rubbing sticks together. He inserts

A shard of rock, draws it cleanly along

The underbelly. Holding the plane over

A piece of clean wood, he pushes with his thumbs:
A rich cluster of roe is extruded—

This, he puts aside for later. Then

He scrapes the interior with the point

Of his rock, cuts off head, tail and wings, peels back
The metal skin. He fries the filets and eats

Them. Then he gives the head, tail, wings, skin and guts
To the cat. The cat seems likely to strangle

On the thick glass eyes but gnaws the splinters to
Shreds and finally manages to get it all down.

79

)
University of lowa 3@%
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 2z

The lowa Review RIKGN ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 79

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 10, No. 2 (Spring, 1979), pp. 1-102
	Front Matter
	Memoirs
	Ninety Is Enough: A Portrait of My Father [pp. 1-21]
	Field Day for a Boy Soldier [pp. 22-33]

	Fiction
	Mother and Father [pp. 34-39]
	In the Land of Plenty [pp. 40-58]
	Dominion [pp. 59-77]

	Poems
	Heart of the Garfish [p. 78-78]
	The Plane and The Watcher [p. 79-79]
	Wilbur on the Trampoline [p. 80-80]
	Airbrush [p. 81-81]
	Poem with a Quote from Ross Macdonald [p. 82-82]
	Rendezvous [p. 83-83]
	The Geese [p. 84-84]
	For Mark Rothko [pp. 85-86]
	Salad and Simile: A Defense of Cultivation [pp. 87-88]
	Respect for Your Elders [pp. 89-90]
	In the Slave Cemetery [pp. 91-92]
	The Mittenleaf Tree [p. 93-93]
	The Boy [p. 94-94]
	Crossing [p. 95-95]
	The Suicide [p. 96-96]
	Gnomons [p. 97-97]
	Elegy: Noah's Crow [pp. 98-99]

	Back Matter



