just as your husband sleeps next to you.

The blind man mutters a name, your name. You say nothing.

The air burns your muttered, bitten name.

When the morning light shows through the shutters
the blind man leaves slowly, feeling his way
bitterly along the biblical walls of the city.

THE LOVERs

Flesh needs flesh
— Ausias March

“There were not two lovers like us in Valéncia.”

We made love fiercely from dawn to dusk.
I think of all of it while you hang out the wash.
Many years ago; many things have happened.

Suddenly a storm, or love, seizes me.

We cannot conceive of silk and compliments
(may chaste Mr. Lépez Pic6 forgive us).
Love flares up like an old hurricane,
throwing us to the floor.

Sometimes I have wished for a civilized love;
the music is playing, I kiss you carelessly,
first your shoulder, then your earlobe.

Our love is abrupt and wild.

Kissing and scratching each other on the floor,
we long bitterly for our own land.

What can I do? We ignore

Petrarca and many other things:

Riba’s Estances and Bequer’s Rimas.
Afterwards, we realize we are barbarians.

It should not be that way;

we are old enough, and so on.

There were not two lovers like us in Valéncia.

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

T )
University of lowa %J
e 2

2
The lowa Review NIKORY
WWW.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 5

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 23, No. 2 (Spring - Summer, 1993), pp. 1-186
	Front Matter
	From Catalonia [pp. 1-2]
	XVII [p. 3-3]
	Cry in the Night [p. 4-4]
	Flèrida [pp. 4-5]
	The Lovers [p. 5-5]
	A Letter Home [pp. 6-7]
	Mediterrània [p. 8-8]
	Will of a Rich Man [p. 9-9]
	March Wind [p. 9-9]
	Nobody's Answering Machine [pp. 9-10]
	How Odd This Landscape [p. 10-10]
	Now That I Am Forty [p. 11-11]
	Blisters Seethe [p. 12-12]
	I Picture the Rain [pp. 12-13]
	A Woman's Pleasure [pp. 14-19]
	Bib Overalls [pp. 20-25]
	Seven Blackberries [pp. 26-30]
	Reflections [pp. 31-34]
	Personal Entries [pp. 35-45]
	Party [pp. 46-49]
	On This Sunday: Joshua [pp. 50-54]
	Exodus: Nile; Slavery; The Burning Bush; Sinai; Wilderness; The Promised Land; Moses to Joshua [pp. 55-58]
	Six Movements for Portraits of Erzulie [pp. 59-61]
	Signs of Salvation [p. 62-62]
	Sonnet Framing the Thoughts of a Forefather before the Pequot Battle [p. 63-63]
	St. Francis and the Hawk [p. 64-64]
	Unrepentant Witch Burned for Adultery in 1503 [p. 64-64]
	Tale from Balzac: Bette [p. 65-65]
	Tess Learns to Be Professional [p. 66-66]
	An Interview with Deborah Eisenberg [pp. 67-82]
	Memorywork [pp. 83-94]
	At School [pp. 95-96]
	Geese [p. 96-96]
	On Sorrow [p. 97-97]
	The Crickets [p. 98-98]
	Works [pp. 99-100]
	Containing the Color Blue [pp. 100-101]
	Girl Writing a Letter [pp. 102-103]
	Untitled [p. 104-104]
	Ave Maria [pp. 105-106]
	Malkinia Station, Eastern Poland, August 24, 1942 [pp. 107-128]
	Two Mississippis [pp. 129-130]
	January [p. 131-131]
	Big Blue Train [pp. 132-133]
	Dissertation on a Wasp's Nest [pp. 134-136]
	Homing In [pp. 137-138]
	The Triumph of the Prague Workers' Councils [pp. 139-153]
	Miracle Boys [pp. 154-167]
	Review: At the "Hotel Lautréamont" [pp. 168-174]
	Back Matter



