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The price of war is commonly assumed to be paid primarily by men.
Yet, as soldiers themselves, as victims of sexual violence, as refugees,
and in other ways, women are also greatly harmed by armed conflict. A
recent recognition of this truth, adopted unanimously and legally bind-
ing on all states, is UN Security Council Resolution 1325 of 31 October
2000, calling for the adoption of “a gender perspective” in conflict and
post-conflict settings and reaffirming “the important role of women
in the prevention and resolution of conflicts.” The following facts,
drawn from current and recent armed conflicts worldwide, suggest
that Resolution 1325 and other legally binding instruments intended to
safeguard human rights in wartime and postwar situations are honored
more in their breach than in their observance.

1: Minimum number of 42 female detainees raped at Iraq’s Abu
Ghraib prison pre-2004 while being interrogated by male US mili-
tary personnel, many of them also having been videotaped or photo-
graphed naked—all in violation of the human right to security of the
person and 1949 Geneva Convention No. 111 requiring the humane
treatment of all prisoners of war, including the right of female
prisoners to be “under the immediate supervision of women” (The
Guardian, 2005; UNIFEM, 2006; Physicians for Human Rights, 2005;
International Committee of the Red Cross, 1998)

s0: Percentage of Iraqi girls who, as of late 2003, stopped attending
school for fear of sexual violence and abduction, a reality directly
implicating their right to education and having long-term effects
upon the rights of women in Iraq generally (Human Rights Watch,
2003; Refugees International, 2003; Save the Children, 2003)

140: Number of Afghan women who, in September 2005, were forced
to withdraw their candidacies for political office because of secu-
rity concerns resulting from mounting insurgency since the fall of
Afghanistan’s Taliban government (Amnesty International, 200s;
Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan, 2005)

400: Number of reported rapes (some of eight-year-old girls) dur-
ing or immediately after the US invasion of Iraq in 2003—likely
a minimum number, the stigma of sexual assault being so severe
that about half of the 400 women and girls became victims of
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“honor killings” by family members claiming retribution for shame
(PeaceWomen, 2005; Human Rights Watch, 2003; UNIFEM, 2003)
763: Number of maternal deaths for every 100,000 births in war-torn
southern Sudan (among the highest rates in the world), due partly
to available health centers being unequipped for even the most,
basic health services and generally dominated by male workers who
tend to discount women’s needs and focus on treating male soldiers

(UNIFEM, 2006; UNICEF, 2006; UNDP, 2005)

4000: Number of “lost boys” driven from their families and villages
during the Sudanese civil war and resettled across the United States
for security and education while at least 3000 “lost girls” remain
essentially forgotten, some taken into foster families, some inden-
tured as household servants, some likely sold to sex-traffickers
(UNIFEM, 2006; Lost Boys of Sudan, 2006)

12,500: Estimated number of girls participating in armed groups in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo where, even with large num-
bers of female combatants, women often are unable to find health
care and become victims of sexual violence, and thus are deprived
of their human rights to health, life, and security of the person,
prescribed in the 2003 African Union Protocol on Women’s Rights
in Africa (UNIFEM, 2006; Amnesty International, 2005)

40,000: Estimated number of women widowed due to decades-long
civil war in Sri Lanka, creating a new demographic of female-headed
households serving as breadwinners and caretakers simultaneously,
many of them struggling to survive while waiting for aid given tra-
ditionally to male-headed households (International Committee of
the Red Cross, 2005; UNIFEM, 2003)

700,000: Minimum number of Lebanese displaced since the onset of
the July 2006 Israeli-Hezbollah conflict, a reality that will likely halt
women’s development and progress while other national needs are
prioritized (BBC, 2006; PeaceWomen, 2000; I1LO, 1997)

2,000,000: Number of people displaced in the Colombian civil war,
among the largest of post-World War II displacements, i.e., 5% of
the 40 million refugees worldwide, 80% of whom are women in
refugee camps facing dangers often as fierce as war itself—as in
Darfur where, in 2004, up to 16 women were each day raped en
route to collect water (UNDP, 2005; Common Dreams, 2004)

*Copyright © 2006 by the University of Iowa Center for Human Rights (UICHR). For addi-
tional facts concerning women in conflict and post-conflict situations, source details, and fur-
ther information on human rights generally, please visit the UICHR web site: www.uichr.org.



	Article Contents
	p. [v]
	p. [vi]

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 36, No. 3 (Winter, 2006/2007), pp. i-vi, 1-202
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. v-vi]
	Findings & Impressions [pp. 2-21]
	Delft Farm [p. 22-22]
	Night of Terrible Ending [p. 23-23]
	Why People Put Each Other on Watches [p. 24-24]
	Field of Seed [p. 25-25]
	Dresden Stollen [p. 26-26]
	The Birdmen [pp. 27-40]
	Dancers with Green Skirts [p. 41-41]
	Seated Dancer, Head in Hands [p. 42-42]
	Portrait of Estelle Degas [p. 43-43]
	You Stole My Life, Jill Whelan [pp. 44-59]
	Island Life [p. 60-60]
	Mountain Violet Rhapsody [p. 61-61]
	Exertions [pp. 62-65]
	Proximities: Sleepfever; Burning, so You Swim; Suffocating, Kidnapping, Resisting [p. 66-66]
	Parijaat [pp. 67-79]
	The Royal Flush Saga [pp. 80-96]
	The Multiple Landscapes into Which One Figures [p. 97-97]
	Sybil [p. 98-98]
	And We, Theater of Girls [pp. 99-116]
	Hunk [pp. 117-128]
	Coffee [p. 129-129]
	Ode to Night [pp. 130-131]
	Astronomers May Have Reason for Milky Way's 'Lumpiness' [p. 132-132]
	Poseur [p. 133-133]
	Nightdoctors [p. 134-134]
	The Government Finance Officers Association [p. 135-135]
	On Being Asked If the Anklet I'm Wearing Is an Old Charm Bracelet of Mine [p. 136-136]
	Cooking Supper while My Sister Dies [p. 137-137]
	Free Radicals [p. 138-138]
	Seven Little-Known Birds of the Inner Ear [p. 139-139]
	Citizens [pp. 140-144]
	Helping [pp. 145-156]
	Doctor (3): Miss Peach Is Referred to the Orthopedic Unit [pp. 157-158]
	Miss Peach Returns to High School to Retake Drivers' Ed [pp. 159-161]
	[The Romanesque Christ, Made Modest] [p. 162-162]
	[I Felt the Need—through Blackness] [p. 163-163]
	Radish [p. 164-164]
	Furious [p. 165-165]
	Public Defender [pp. 166-168]
	From "Lasciate Ogne Speranza, Voi Ch'intrate," a Work in Progress [p. 169-169]
	Brick Dust [pp. 170-171]
	The Huntsman [pp. 172-180]
	From "The Wilderness Papers" [pp. 181-183]
	Wanting [p. 184-184]
	The Way I Stopped Existing [p. 185-185]
	Merciless [pp. 186-188]
	Review: A Collector of Collections [pp. 189-193]
	Back Matter



