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Today there has been a prediction of snow, 

up to half a foot by midnight, and the air 

is full of this possibility. If this were a poem, 

by the end, the snow would begin to fall, 

noiselessly, blanketing even the busiest 

streets in this city with its cold wet. 

There would be details about sad people 
in tall office buildings, waiting for something 
to change, how they floss after lunch with 

thread and paperclips, how their teabags slap 
the sides of their least favorite mugs, how their 

one-night stands deserve to count for more, 

how the whispered promise of pie or the cookies 

on the seventh floor can move them from their 

windows long enough to miss the sky becoming 
whiter and the wind picking up litter from the 

streets. After a lunch break too tedious to 

surreptitiously extend, city of maudlin, slashed 

villages, this could stick, I tell you. 

135 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 135

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 36, No. 3 (Winter, 2006/2007), pp. i-vi, 1-202
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. v-vi]
	Findings & Impressions [pp. 2-21]
	Delft Farm [p. 22-22]
	Night of Terrible Ending [p. 23-23]
	Why People Put Each Other on Watches [p. 24-24]
	Field of Seed [p. 25-25]
	Dresden Stollen [p. 26-26]
	The Birdmen [pp. 27-40]
	Dancers with Green Skirts [p. 41-41]
	Seated Dancer, Head in Hands [p. 42-42]
	Portrait of Estelle Degas [p. 43-43]
	You Stole My Life, Jill Whelan [pp. 44-59]
	Island Life [p. 60-60]
	Mountain Violet Rhapsody [p. 61-61]
	Exertions [pp. 62-65]
	Proximities: Sleepfever; Burning, so You Swim; Suffocating, Kidnapping, Resisting [p. 66-66]
	Parijaat [pp. 67-79]
	The Royal Flush Saga [pp. 80-96]
	The Multiple Landscapes into Which One Figures [p. 97-97]
	Sybil [p. 98-98]
	And We, Theater of Girls [pp. 99-116]
	Hunk [pp. 117-128]
	Coffee [p. 129-129]
	Ode to Night [pp. 130-131]
	Astronomers May Have Reason for Milky Way's 'Lumpiness' [p. 132-132]
	Poseur [p. 133-133]
	Nightdoctors [p. 134-134]
	The Government Finance Officers Association [p. 135-135]
	On Being Asked If the Anklet I'm Wearing Is an Old Charm Bracelet of Mine [p. 136-136]
	Cooking Supper while My Sister Dies [p. 137-137]
	Free Radicals [p. 138-138]
	Seven Little-Known Birds of the Inner Ear [p. 139-139]
	Citizens [pp. 140-144]
	Helping [pp. 145-156]
	Doctor (3): Miss Peach Is Referred to the Orthopedic Unit [pp. 157-158]
	Miss Peach Returns to High School to Retake Drivers' Ed [pp. 159-161]
	[The Romanesque Christ, Made Modest] [p. 162-162]
	[I Felt the Need—through Blackness] [p. 163-163]
	Radish [p. 164-164]
	Furious [p. 165-165]
	Public Defender [pp. 166-168]
	From "Lasciate Ogne Speranza, Voi Ch'intrate," a Work in Progress [p. 169-169]
	Brick Dust [pp. 170-171]
	The Huntsman [pp. 172-180]
	From "The Wilderness Papers" [pp. 181-183]
	Wanting [p. 184-184]
	The Way I Stopped Existing [p. 185-185]
	Merciless [pp. 186-188]
	Review: A Collector of Collections [pp. 189-193]
	Back Matter



