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l. 

The sun, in shafts and spades. 

Through the pine and birches, little breeze setting off 

the leaves? 

The leaves. 

Their golden green increase. 

Pollen to the air, its colonial dream 

of a new imperium of trees? 

Snap against the wrist-skin. 

And then you press down on the tongue with your gloved thumb 

to let the honey-bee show you the way. 

2. 

The dark tunnel paths from light to light. 

Flay the face and scoop out the eyes?you'll see. 
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3. 

Bees in a cloud round your hand. 

Egg-herder, your smell 

synonymous with treasure? 

Shining a light at the back of the throat: 

blowflies 

in liquid pearls 
the bees murder to eat? 

And all at the lips and nose a yellow dust, pollen 

they have 

delivered? 

You scrape it into a little sack. 

4 

Ripple and snap. 

Bend to the O of the rigored mouth?listen. 

Plastic bags, like souls, caught in trees. 
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5 

What to harvest, 

from the sloughed-off suits of the dead. 

Like sea-shells cupping the ghost-tongue of the sea, 

their black mouths speak? 

You crouch to the hum with a bag and a blade. You 

the god it sways. 

98 


	Article Contents
	p. 96
	p. 97
	p. 98

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 36, No. 1 (Spring, 2006), pp. i-vi, 1-196
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. v-vi]
	Introduction [pp. 1-2]
	Selected Essays from the NonfictioNow Conference, the University of Iowa, November 10-12, 2005
	Curiouser and Curiouser: The Practice of Nonfiction Today [pp. 3-15]
	Tongue and Groove [pp. 16-26]
	The Mystery of the Desk [pp. 27-37]
	For You, for Me [pp. 38-42]
	Nigger: Notes from a New Orleans Daughter [pp. 43-51]
	Comfortless [pp. 52-53]
	When Trees Dream of Being Trees [p. 54-54]
	The Trappists [p. 55-55]
	On Form [pp. 56-61]
	Wuramon [pp. 62-77]
	Spider's Stratagem [pp. 78-85]
	"Howl" and Me [pp. 86-92]

	Fuel [p. 93-93]
	Moment [p. 94-94]
	I Watched Last Night's Executions with My Sister [p. 95-95]
	Spring: Forensic Anthropology Center, University of Tennessee, Knoxville [pp. 96-98]
	In a Land with No Sky [p. 99-99]
	Neverbody [p. 100-100]
	Called Back, Called Back [p. 101-101]
	Scrape That Starts the Fire [p. 102-102]
	Golden Whistler [p. 103-103]
	The Ocean Forests: An Elegy and Lament [pp. 104-107]
	The Scratchboard Project [pp. 108-135]
	Mandate [p. 136-136]
	I Don't Know [p. 137-137]
	The Companion: Baltimore, 1988, 1949 [pp. 138-140]
	Medusa's Severed Head [p. 141-141]
	The Grail Speaks [p. 142-142]
	Insomnia In [p. 143-143]
	The Dream Says [p. 144-144]
	Describe Manifest Destiny to High Modernism [p. 145-145]
	Ars Poetica IV: A Reading from the Letters of St. Paul to the Caribbeans [p. 146-146]
	Madam Zero [pp. 147-148]
	Eros Modigliani [pp. 149-169]
	The Lark in the Clear Air [p. 170-170]
	Aleut Reverie [p. 171-171]
	Point of View, or Submersible [pp. 172-173]
	Raven outside Witchcraft Museum [p. 174-174]
	Rusting Propellers on Wood Island [p. 175-175]
	Thinking about Voltaire [p. 176-176]
	Victor Burns Angry Letters [pp. 177-178]
	A Letter from Barbara [p. 179-179]
	Review: Recent Memoir: Butterscotch, Black Chairs, and Breeders [pp. 180-187]
	Review: The Art of War [pp. 188-192]
	Back Matter



