
The 

Iowa Review 
VOLUME THIRTY-SIX NUMBER ONE $8.95 us/$n.95 CAN 

>. 

*;/ 

ollll74470ll81778l 

6 1 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®



THE IOWA REVIEW 

David Hamilton Editor 

Hugh Ferrer Fiction Editor 

Lynne Nugent Managing Editor 

Joe Hessert Kimberly Lojek 

Maggie McKnight Assistant Editors 

Thomas Swiss Web Editor 

Amber Withycombe Designer 

Rachel Abramowitz 

Elizabeth Cowan 

Katherine Factor 

Rossina Liu 

Dan Rosenberg 
Isaac Sullivan 

Joyce Turner 

David Baldus 

Leslie Sims 

Marianne Boruch 

Marilyn Chin 

Albert Goldbarth 

Lewis Hyde 
Mary Helen Stefaniak 

Angela Autry Gorden 

Shira Dentz 

April Kopp 
Mia Nussbaum 

Kodi Scheer 

Joe Tiefenthaler 

Chris Wiersema 

Editorial Assistants 

Charles Kremenak 

Thomas Walz 

Advisory Board 

T. Coraghessan Boyle 
Patricia Foster 

Robert Hass 

Chris Offutt 

Contributing Editors 

on our cover: "(Of the) Forest Green," 2004, by John Dilg. 

Courtesy of Luise Ross Gallery. John Dilg is a professor in the 

School of Art and Art History at the University of Iowa. His work 

is represented by Luise Ross Gallery in New York and Schmidt 

Contemporary Art in St. Louis. 



The Iowa Review is a literary magazine published three times 

annually by the Department of English and the Graduate College of 

The University of Iowa. 

The Iowa Review is indexed in Abstracts of English Studies, American 

Bibliography of Slavic and East European Studies, American Humanities 

Index, Bibliography of English Language and Literature, Index of American 

Periodical Verse, Index to Book Reviews in the Humanities, Modern Language 
Association Bibliography, and Poem Finder (www.poemfinder.com). 

Send submissions and inquiries to 308 epb, The University of Iowa, 

Iowa City, Iowa 52242-1408. Subscriptions are $24 for one year, $44 
for two years, and $64 for three years. Call our order department at 

(800) 235-2665 to charge your subscription to visa or MasterCard, 
or send a check to the address above. 

Unsolicited manuscripts are welcome during the fall semester? 

September, October, and November. Unsolicited work that arrives 

at any other time will be returned unread. Work without an sase 

will be discarded. We do not consider e-mail submissions. Entries 

for The Iowa Review Award should arrive during January. Please look 

for our annual announcements. 

Visit our web site for full guidelines: iowareview.org 

The Iowa Review is set in Iowan Old Style, a typeface designed by 

John Downer and published by Bitstream Inc. 

ISSN 0021-065X 

Copyright ?2006, The University of Iowa. Rights as 

outlined in our acceptance letter revert to the author 

on publication. 

M The 
University 

of Iowa 



VOLUME THIRTY-SIX NUMBER ONE, SPRING 2006 

v Human Rights Index 

i Introduction 

Selected Essays from the NonfictioNow Conference, 

The University of Iowa, November 10-12, 2005 

Phillip Lopate 3 

Lauren Slater 16 

Pico Iyer 27 

Abigail Thomas 38 

Sheryl St. Germain 43 

Amy Leach 

Lia Purpura 
Albert Goldbarth 

David Shields 

Phillip Lopate 

52 
54 
55 
56 
62 

78 
86 

Curiouser and Curiouser: The Practice 

ofNonfiction Today 
Tongue and Groove 

The Mystery of the Desk 

For You, For Me 

Nigger: Notes from a New Orleans 

Daughter 

Comfortless 
When Trees Dream of Being Trees 

The Trappists 
On Form 

Wuramon 

Spider's Stratagem 
"Howl" and Me 

Margaret Gibson 93 

94 

Anis Shivani 95 

Dana Levin 96 
F. Daniel Rzicznek 99 

Joshua Kryah 100 

101 

102 

John Kinsella 103 

104 

John Michael Cummings 108 

Fuel 

Moment 

I Watched Last Night's Executions 

with My Sister 

Spring 
In a Land with No Sky 

Neverbody 
Called Back, Called Back 

Scrape That Starts the Fire 

Golden Whistler 

The Ocean Forests: an elegy and lament 

The Scratchboard Project 



Arthur Vogelsang 136 

137 

138 

Ellen Wehle 141 

142 

gregory galloway 143 

Deborah T. McGinn 144 

Tod Marshall 145 

146 

Bruce Bond 147 

David B. Morris 149 

Brian Swann 170 

171 

Stephanie Ivanoff 172 
Kim Bridgford 174 

175 

Eric Rawson 176 
Vic Camillo 177 

179 

Lynne Nugent 180 

Sarah L. Courteau 188 

193 

Mandate 

I Don't Know 

The Companion 
Medusa's Severed Head 

The Grail Speaks 
insomnia in 

The Dream Says 
Describe Manifest Destiny to 

High Modernism 

Ars Po?tica IV: A Reading from the 

Letters of Paul to the Caribbeans 

Madam Zero 

Eros Modigliani 
The Lark in the Clear Air 

Aleut Reverie 

Point of View, or Submersible 

Raven Outside Witchcraft Museum 

Rusting Propellers on Wood Island 

Thinking About Voltaire 

Victor Burns Angry Letters 

A Letter from Barbara 

Recent Memoir: Butterscotch, 

Black Chairs, and Breeders 

The Art of War 

Notes on Contributors 


	Article Contents
	[unnumbered]
	p. [i]
	p. [ii]
	p. [iii]
	p. [iv]

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 36, No. 1 (Spring, 2006), pp. i-vi, 1-196
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. v-vi]
	Introduction [pp. 1-2]
	Selected Essays from the NonfictioNow Conference, the University of Iowa, November 10-12, 2005
	Curiouser and Curiouser: The Practice of Nonfiction Today [pp. 3-15]
	Tongue and Groove [pp. 16-26]
	The Mystery of the Desk [pp. 27-37]
	For You, for Me [pp. 38-42]
	Nigger: Notes from a New Orleans Daughter [pp. 43-51]
	Comfortless [pp. 52-53]
	When Trees Dream of Being Trees [p. 54-54]
	The Trappists [p. 55-55]
	On Form [pp. 56-61]
	Wuramon [pp. 62-77]
	Spider's Stratagem [pp. 78-85]
	"Howl" and Me [pp. 86-92]

	Fuel [p. 93-93]
	Moment [p. 94-94]
	I Watched Last Night's Executions with My Sister [p. 95-95]
	Spring: Forensic Anthropology Center, University of Tennessee, Knoxville [pp. 96-98]
	In a Land with No Sky [p. 99-99]
	Neverbody [p. 100-100]
	Called Back, Called Back [p. 101-101]
	Scrape That Starts the Fire [p. 102-102]
	Golden Whistler [p. 103-103]
	The Ocean Forests: An Elegy and Lament [pp. 104-107]
	The Scratchboard Project [pp. 108-135]
	Mandate [p. 136-136]
	I Don't Know [p. 137-137]
	The Companion: Baltimore, 1988, 1949 [pp. 138-140]
	Medusa's Severed Head [p. 141-141]
	The Grail Speaks [p. 142-142]
	Insomnia In [p. 143-143]
	The Dream Says [p. 144-144]
	Describe Manifest Destiny to High Modernism [p. 145-145]
	Ars Poetica IV: A Reading from the Letters of St. Paul to the Caribbeans [p. 146-146]
	Madam Zero [pp. 147-148]
	Eros Modigliani [pp. 149-169]
	The Lark in the Clear Air [p. 170-170]
	Aleut Reverie [p. 171-171]
	Point of View, or Submersible [pp. 172-173]
	Raven outside Witchcraft Museum [p. 174-174]
	Rusting Propellers on Wood Island [p. 175-175]
	Thinking about Voltaire [p. 176-176]
	Victor Burns Angry Letters [pp. 177-178]
	A Letter from Barbara [p. 179-179]
	Review: Recent Memoir: Butterscotch, Black Chairs, and Breeders [pp. 180-187]
	Review: The Art of War [pp. 188-192]
	Back Matter



