Where He Found Himself

The new man unfolded a map and pointed
to a dark spot on it. “See, that’s how
far away I feel all the time, right here,
among all of you,” he said.

“Yes,” John the gentle mule replied,
“alienation is clearly your happiness.”
But the group leader interrupted,
“Now, now, let’s hear him out,
let’s try to be fair.” The new man felt
the familiar comfort of everyone against him.

He went on about the stupidities

of love, life itself as one long foreclosure,
until another man said, “I was a hog,
a terrible hog, and now I'm a llama.”
To which another added, “And me, I was a wolf.
Now children walk up to me, unafraid.”

The group leader asked the new man,
“What kind of animal have you been?”
“A rat that wants to remain a rat,” he said,
and the group began to soften
as they remembered their own early days,
the pain before the transformation.

21

[
University of lowa @Jg%

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to ©
The lowa Review NG

7
®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 21

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 36, No. 2 (Fall, 2006), pp. i-vi, 1-178
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. v-vi]
	Giant Things [pp. 1-15]
	My Father Invented the Calendar [p. 16-16]
	The State of the World [pp. 17-18]
	The Maiden Ladies [p. 19-19]
	No Wonder [p. 20-20]
	Where He Found Himself [p. 21-21]
	Process [p. 22-22]
	Storms and Wars [pp. 23-43]
	Watermelons [p. 44-44]
	That Nothing [p. 45-45]
	[Death, Why Should I Fear You?] [p. 46-46]
	The Little Green Girl [p. 47-47]
	Heat, Escapes [p. 48-48]
	[Like a Stone in Well] [p. 48-48]
	Song [p. 48-48]
	Naked [p. 49-49]
	Punished [p. 50-50]
	Dragon Slayers [pp. 51-57]
	A Portfolio of Work from the International Writing Program
	A Sudden Death Delayed [pp. 58-59]
	In Our Small Room, Imperceptibly [pp. 60-62]
	An Ordinary Death [pp. 63-65]
	[Back from the Markets of Lust] [p. 66-66]
	[Eyes Are Emissaries, Soft Knocks, Nibs] [p. 67-67]
	Spoken Portrait [pp. 68-74]
	The Dream [pp. 75-79]

	Poem on the Occasion of My MRI [pp. 80-82]
	Hymn for Two Choirs [p. 83-83]
	The Problem with Pornography [pp. 84-85]
	For a Stripper [pp. 86-87]
	The Wolf [pp. 88-100]
	Spiritual Exercise [pp. 101-102]
	Between Wars [p. 103-103]
	Fire Fly [p. 104-104]
	Sonnet [p. 105-105]
	Six Bagatelles for Dancers [pp. 106-128]
	From "The Lace Liar" [pp. 129-131]
	Athens, 2004 [pp. 132-134]
	No War [p. 135-135]
	Courts Martial [pp. 136-149]
	Brotsuppe [pp. 150-151]
	Yellow Hair Blues [pp. 152-153]
	Western [pp. 154-156]
	Memories That Reach Back into Consciousness: An Interview with Lan Samantha Chang [pp. 157-167]
	Notes on the Connecticut Yankee [pp. 168-175]
	Back Matter



