
BATTLEFIELD 

To be remembered as a battlefield? 

I don't have any cause to be that. 

I'd like the hats of doom to escape me 

across the prairies of blond hair, 
Custer 

in your white suit like a winter-killed deer. 

In the tiny cactus, trenches are filling with rain. 

A sage grouse looks our way and up, 

up into the clouds she can whoop 

through: where her feathers fall, the aimless 

p?trifications... 
And 

be winning! May hair be your only braid! 

And may the greasy grass never go to sleep 
beneath you. 

Please carry your 
river with you wherever you go. 

As 

for being thought a scene of remorse 

you are lying on your stomach 

and you have just 

opened your eyes 
another morning. 

20 Sandra McPherson 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 20

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 3, No. 3 (Summer, 1972), pp. 1-130
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	To Myself (In September Held) [pp. 4-5]
	To Myself [p. 6-6]
	To Myself [p. 6-6]
	To Myself [p. 7-7]
	To Myself [p. 7-7]
	To Myself [p. 8-8]
	To Myself (Carnival) [p. 9-9]
	Chopping for the A-Frame [p. 10-10]
	Vampire [p. 10-10]
	Reprieved [p. 11-11]
	The Feast [p. 11-11]
	August Afternoons [p. 12-12]
	Pilgrims [p. 12-12]
	Morning [p. 13-13]
	Spells [p. 13-13]
	Poem [p. 14-14]
	What the Trees Said [pp. 14-15]
	Noon [p. 16-16]
	Doors [pp. 16-17]
	The Madman [p. 18-18]
	Letter with a Black Border [p. 19-19]
	Battlefield [p. 20-20]
	Last Affair: Bassie's Blues Song [pp. 21-22]
	The Buried Sword [p. 22-22]
	Keeping the Lord's Night Watch [p. 23-23]
	The Actresses of Night [p. 24-24]
	The Paramour [p. 24-24]

	Fiction
	A Sence of Family [pp. 26-32]
	The Legacy of the Motes [pp. 33-43]
	Widowers' Woods [pp. 44-49]
	The Van Gogh Field [pp. 50-58]
	Birds [pp. 59-67]

	Journalit
	You Can Say That Again (Or Can You?) [pp. 70-75]

	Criticism
	Robert Bly Alive in Darkness [pp. 78-89]
	So Much Is Not Spoken [pp. 89-90]
	Another Poem for Wallace Stevens [p. 91-91]
	Water Reconciliation [p. 91-91]
	An Interview with William Stafford [pp. 92-106]
	The Whole Story [pp. 106-107]
	Dreams to Have [p. 107-107]
	The Poetry of Geoffrey Hill [pp. 108-128]

	Back Matter



