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AUGUST AFTERNOONS

One is led, in a darkness of oak
through the virgin small ears of wheat
to the bottom of a stone ladder

Kali
known as the devourer is braced above
with obsidian knives peeling
the smaller feathers off her arms and legs

this is the arrangement, prisoners
and those born in the first harvest
are allowed to sustain everything, hear
the rain now more furious
than her dry explosion of milkweed

one wants the seeds of the great Babylonian grain
god to come swelling out her eyes

to discover the purple curls of her bright

finger beads becoming more purple

Kali refills the land

the prophecy is lopped into a long bowl

PILGRIMS

The cripple wears a bell
a step behind his mother
her eyes shut on the snow
she walks only on the toes of her left foot
because it is bare he is staring at something
about to crash through the window above them
It is a window with five stars hooked
on an anchor his hands slide down the soaked wood

she is determined there will be no sound
that whatever it is pass unnoticed

Ray Amorosi

)
University of lowa %éj%
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review NIKGIS ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 12

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 3, No. 3 (Summer, 1972), pp. 1-130
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	To Myself (In September Held) [pp. 4-5]
	To Myself [p. 6-6]
	To Myself [p. 6-6]
	To Myself [p. 7-7]
	To Myself [p. 7-7]
	To Myself [p. 8-8]
	To Myself (Carnival) [p. 9-9]
	Chopping for the A-Frame [p. 10-10]
	Vampire [p. 10-10]
	Reprieved [p. 11-11]
	The Feast [p. 11-11]
	August Afternoons [p. 12-12]
	Pilgrims [p. 12-12]
	Morning [p. 13-13]
	Spells [p. 13-13]
	Poem [p. 14-14]
	What the Trees Said [pp. 14-15]
	Noon [p. 16-16]
	Doors [pp. 16-17]
	The Madman [p. 18-18]
	Letter with a Black Border [p. 19-19]
	Battlefield [p. 20-20]
	Last Affair: Bassie's Blues Song [pp. 21-22]
	The Buried Sword [p. 22-22]
	Keeping the Lord's Night Watch [p. 23-23]
	The Actresses of Night [p. 24-24]
	The Paramour [p. 24-24]

	Fiction
	A Sence of Family [pp. 26-32]
	The Legacy of the Motes [pp. 33-43]
	Widowers' Woods [pp. 44-49]
	The Van Gogh Field [pp. 50-58]
	Birds [pp. 59-67]

	Journalit
	You Can Say That Again (Or Can You?) [pp. 70-75]

	Criticism
	Robert Bly Alive in Darkness [pp. 78-89]
	So Much Is Not Spoken [pp. 89-90]
	Another Poem for Wallace Stevens [p. 91-91]
	Water Reconciliation [p. 91-91]
	An Interview with William Stafford [pp. 92-106]
	The Whole Story [pp. 106-107]
	Dreams to Have [p. 107-107]
	The Poetry of Geoffrey Hill [pp. 108-128]

	Back Matter



