
TO MYSELF 

First, cover yourself completely with chameleons. 

Then walk down the street, lingering to talk to those you know. 

The one?if any?who realizes you are covered with chameleons is your 

enemy. 

The one who reckonizes you as Greta Garbo is your lover. 

TO MYSELF 

Your outer sigh of a 
body disrobes a snowflake 

Which shhs your penis 
But I egg it on 
I garnish it with shivers before the first lave 

Gobbledy 
Skin of drum 

Cream of pleas (As the poet said, 
Form is never more than an extension of breakfast) 

(Is this why the rich people cannot see me, these many mornings with no 

food, 
Because I am disembodied . . .?) 
Reddened 

By gouged-out tongues of oracles 

Your mouth where my penis begins and ends 

Like beautiful twins who gaze at each other through a keyhole 

7 Bill Knott 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 7

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 3, No. 3 (Summer, 1972), pp. 1-130
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	To Myself (In September Held) [pp. 4-5]
	To Myself [p. 6-6]
	To Myself [p. 6-6]
	To Myself [p. 7-7]
	To Myself [p. 7-7]
	To Myself [p. 8-8]
	To Myself (Carnival) [p. 9-9]
	Chopping for the A-Frame [p. 10-10]
	Vampire [p. 10-10]
	Reprieved [p. 11-11]
	The Feast [p. 11-11]
	August Afternoons [p. 12-12]
	Pilgrims [p. 12-12]
	Morning [p. 13-13]
	Spells [p. 13-13]
	Poem [p. 14-14]
	What the Trees Said [pp. 14-15]
	Noon [p. 16-16]
	Doors [pp. 16-17]
	The Madman [p. 18-18]
	Letter with a Black Border [p. 19-19]
	Battlefield [p. 20-20]
	Last Affair: Bassie's Blues Song [pp. 21-22]
	The Buried Sword [p. 22-22]
	Keeping the Lord's Night Watch [p. 23-23]
	The Actresses of Night [p. 24-24]
	The Paramour [p. 24-24]

	Fiction
	A Sence of Family [pp. 26-32]
	The Legacy of the Motes [pp. 33-43]
	Widowers' Woods [pp. 44-49]
	The Van Gogh Field [pp. 50-58]
	Birds [pp. 59-67]

	Journalit
	You Can Say That Again (Or Can You?) [pp. 70-75]

	Criticism
	Robert Bly Alive in Darkness [pp. 78-89]
	So Much Is Not Spoken [pp. 89-90]
	Another Poem for Wallace Stevens [p. 91-91]
	Water Reconciliation [p. 91-91]
	An Interview with William Stafford [pp. 92-106]
	The Whole Story [pp. 106-107]
	Dreams to Have [p. 107-107]
	The Poetry of Geoffrey Hill [pp. 108-128]

	Back Matter



