
As for the directness recommended by the noble 
Romans: I do not see eye to eye with their 

approach. It is a fool that kills the fatted 
calf with a blunt weapon like a typewriter. 

Never trust a man, especially 
a statesman, who 

promises to save you pain by lopping off the head 
of the first intruder. I myself prefer the 

winding ways of my fond ancestor the wrinlde 
headed turtle and his best of friends and guide, the 

meandering line in Paul Klee's early 
middle etchings. 

John Batki 

THE HANGED MAN: Tarot Key XII 

Who is the Hanged Man? Golem. 
Who is Golem? Ask Judas. 

Is he standing on 
a Tau? on a toe? upon 
a bough before a tree's bole? 

A rope suspends him 

by an ankle, from a bar, 
his legs crossed before the Tree. 

Does he think of Death? 
Is this, then, the dance of blood, 
the winds breath shaking his bones? 

His arms are water 

in a triangle, hands held 
behind him. His eyes are clear. 

Who has hanged this man? 
What does he see, how does he see it, 
when will he tell how he sees? 

We have hanged him. We 

gave him his aureole. Look. 
He will tell us when we see. 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 25

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 3, No. 4 (Fall, 1972), pp. 1-130
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	Liberation Manual [pp. 4-5]
	The Fisherman's Lady [p. 5-5]
	The Way We Were [p. 6-6]
	Archeology [p. 6-6]
	My Place on the Tapestry [p. 7-7]
	Dr. Soft on Marriage [pp. 8-9]
	Solipsist [p. 10-10]
	The Next Poem You Write [p. 10-10]
	Cain [p. 11-11]
	Hunting Song of the Kayak-Paddler [p. 12-12]
	The Last Judgment [p. 13-13]
	Idling with Observation & Song [pp. 13-18]
	Words for Joanne Kyger [pp. 19-20]
	Bird/Talk [p. 21-21]
	Bird/In Love [p. 21-21]
	Bird/Ends [p. 21-21]
	From "My Scarf Drawer" [p. 22-22]
	Poem [p. 22-22]
	In Our Terribleness [pp. 23-24]
	An Altercation Rectified [pp. 24-25]
	The Hanged Man: "Tarot Key XII" [p. 25-25]
	An Interdiction Is Addressed to the Hero [p. 26-26]
	The Interdiction Is Violated [p. 26-26]
	Holy City [pp. 27-28]
	Farm Wife [p. 28-28]
	Claiming Kin [p. 29-29]

	Fiction
	Julius Geissler [pp. 32-41]
	Put Yourself in My Shoes [pp. 42-52]
	The Eight Days [pp. 53-55]

	Criticism
	Fat Man at the Margin: The Poetry of Richard Hugo [pp. 58-67]
	Hot Springs [pp. 67-68]
	Letter to Stafford from Polson [pp. 68-69]
	How Poets Make a Living [pp. 69-76]
	An Interview with Angus Wilson [pp. 77-105]
	Untitled [pp. 106-108]
	Kazantzakis' Making of God: A Study in Literature and Philosophy [pp. 109-124]

	Back Matter



