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& the best poet in town packs a gun

Because there’s no way

back or out just a tighter & tighter squeeze

with junk to drown your sadness

& junk to wire your madness

Because you feel imminent death all the time
though I'm not afraid no I'm not afraid

Because it’s throwing a bright idea straight to hell
& becoming the slow & patient destruction

of all you ever wanted to do.

Anne Waldman

FARM WIFE

Dark as the spring river, the earth
opens each damp row as the farmer
swings the far side of the field.

The blackbirds flash their red

wing patches and wheel in his wake,
down to the black dirt; the windmill
grinds in its chain rig and tower.

In the kitchen, his wife is baking.
She stands in the door in her long white
gloves of flour. She cocks her head and
tries to remember, turns like the moon
toward the sea-black field. Her belly
is rising, her apron fills like a sail.
She is gliding now, the windmill churns
beneath her, she passes the farmer,
the fine map of the furrows.
The neighbors point to the bone-white
spot in the sky.

Let her float
like a fat gull that swoops and circles,
before her husband comes in for supper,
before her children grow up and leave her,
before the pulley cranks her down
the dark shaft, and the church blesses
her stone bed, and the earth seals
its black mouth like a scar.

Ellen Bryant Voigt

S
University of lowa %‘éj&
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review NIKGIS ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 28

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 3, No. 4 (Fall, 1972), pp. 1-130
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	Liberation Manual [pp. 4-5]
	The Fisherman's Lady [p. 5-5]
	The Way We Were [p. 6-6]
	Archeology [p. 6-6]
	My Place on the Tapestry [p. 7-7]
	Dr. Soft on Marriage [pp. 8-9]
	Solipsist [p. 10-10]
	The Next Poem You Write [p. 10-10]
	Cain [p. 11-11]
	Hunting Song of the Kayak-Paddler [p. 12-12]
	The Last Judgment [p. 13-13]
	Idling with Observation & Song [pp. 13-18]
	Words for Joanne Kyger [pp. 19-20]
	Bird/Talk [p. 21-21]
	Bird/In Love [p. 21-21]
	Bird/Ends [p. 21-21]
	From "My Scarf Drawer" [p. 22-22]
	Poem [p. 22-22]
	In Our Terribleness [pp. 23-24]
	An Altercation Rectified [pp. 24-25]
	The Hanged Man: "Tarot Key XII" [p. 25-25]
	An Interdiction Is Addressed to the Hero [p. 26-26]
	The Interdiction Is Violated [p. 26-26]
	Holy City [pp. 27-28]
	Farm Wife [p. 28-28]
	Claiming Kin [p. 29-29]

	Fiction
	Julius Geissler [pp. 32-41]
	Put Yourself in My Shoes [pp. 42-52]
	The Eight Days [pp. 53-55]

	Criticism
	Fat Man at the Margin: The Poetry of Richard Hugo [pp. 58-67]
	Hot Springs [pp. 67-68]
	Letter to Stafford from Polson [pp. 68-69]
	How Poets Make a Living [pp. 69-76]
	An Interview with Angus Wilson [pp. 77-105]
	Untitled [pp. 106-108]
	Kazantzakis' Making of God: A Study in Literature and Philosophy [pp. 109-124]

	Back Matter



