BREAKING GROUND

And now it has risen,
The shovel,

Out of the earth.
And now it has fallen
Out of my hands.

This is the first shovelful
I have taken

From this, the first planet
I have inhabited.

The architect comes up

And points to nothing but empty space.
Does he see the skyscraper

The rest of us imagine?

I don’t know,

But the ground has been broken,
And a window appears

From nowhere, alone in the sky,
And through it

I can see the sun rising.

There is even

A small round of applause

As I step into the hole I have dug
And spread out my arms

To provide what shade I can

For those

Who are gathering around me.

16 Ross Talarico

)
University of lowa 3@;’&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review RINGRE ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 16

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 3, No. 1 (Winter, 1972), pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	Again, Kapowsin [p. 4-4]
	The House on 15th S. W. [p. 5-5]
	A Snapshot of the Auxiliary [p. 6-6]
	One Ree-Deep (No Charge) [p. 7-7]
	The Face [p. 8-8]
	Happiness [p. 8-8]
	At Bablockhythe [p. 9-9]
	The Petition [p. 10-10]
	We Are Awakened in the Middle of the Night [p. 10-10]
	Today [p. 11-11]
	Veni Vidi Piccolomini [p. 12-12]
	What Are Birds Worth [p. 12-12]
	L. A., Loiterings [p. 13-13]
	The Secret [p. 14-14]
	Walking on Water [p. 15-15]
	Breaking Ground [p. 16-16]
	The House [p. 17-17]
	Night Prayer [p. 18-18]
	I Think of My Daughter's Birth [p. 18-18]
	Poem for My Friend Peter at Piihana [pp. 19-26]

	Fiction
	The Fugitives [pp. 28-35]
	The Cat Killers [pp. 36-45]
	The Darkening Green [pp. 46-48]
	Reflections of a Leader [pp. 49-51]
	The Monk of the Bitter Cucumber [pp. 52-58]

	Journalit
	An Enemy of the Novel [pp. 60-62]

	Criticism
	The Existential World of George Oppen [pp. 64-91]
	From "Some San Francisco Poems (1969-1971)": The Translucent Mechanics [pp. 91-92]
	The Testing of Stanley Kunitz [pp. 93-103]
	Firesticks [p. 104-104]
	Everything Is Plundered... [p. 104-104]
	March Elegy [p. 105-105]
	From "Death to Life": The Fiction of Ernest J. Gaines [pp. 106-120]
	Chapter One of "The House and the Field": A Novel [pp. 121-125]

	Back Matter



