
Standing on the Corner 

/ Philip Levine 

until Tatum passed 
blind as the sea, 

heavy, tottering 
on the arm of the young 
bass player, and they 
both talking 
Jackie Robinson. 

It was cold, late, 
and the Flame Show Bar 

was crashing 
for the night, even 

Johnny Ray 
calling it quits. 
Tatum said, Can't 

believe how fast 

he is to first. Wait'U 

you see Mays 
the bass player said. 

Women in white furs 

spilled out of the bars 

and trickled toward 

the parking lot. Now 

it could rain, coming 

straight down. The man 

in the brown hat 

never turned his head up. 
The gutters swirled 

their heavy waters, 
the streets reflected 

the sky, which was 

nothing. Tatum 

stamped on toward 

the Bland Hotel, a wet 

newspaper stuck 

to his shoe, his vest 

drawn and darkening. 
I can't hardly wait, he said. 

14 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 14

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 6, No. 1 (Winter, 1975), pp. 1-142
	Front Matter
	Fiction
	The Dungeon [pp. 1-11]

	Poetry
	Waiting [pp. 12-13]
	Standing on the Corner [p. 14-14]
	After the Ballet [p. 15-15]
	Monogamy [p. 15-15]
	Odessa [pp. 15-16]

	Fiction
	Jewish Lightning [pp. 17-25]

	Poetry
	A Night in December [pp. 25-26]
	Town [pp. 26-27]
	Hoeing [p. 27-27]
	The Difference between Night and Day [p. 30-30]
	Known Survivors [p. 31-31]
	The Body Remembers [p. 32-32]
	Believe You Me [pp. 32-33]

	Fiction
	The Monster: From 98.6 a Novel [pp. 33-46]

	Poetry
	Well Water [p. 47-47]
	Complaint against Crows [p. 48-48]
	Portrait of My Sister [p. 49-49]
	The Road [p. 50-50]
	The Map [pp. 50-51]

	Fiction
	The Secrets of Malaterre [pp. 51-64]

	Poetry
	River [p. 64-64]
	Farm III [p. 65-65]
	Oleum Misericordiae [pp. 65-67]
	Suite [p. 67-67]

	Fiction
	The Thaw [pp. 68-78]

	Fields of Action
	Introduction [pp. 78-79]
	Joyce's Forest of Symbols [pp. 79-91]
	Pound and Rimbaud: The Retreat from Symbolism [pp. 91-117]
	In and about the Maximus Poems: The Maximus Poems 1-10 [pp. 118-130]
	Birds at Noon [p. 131-131]
	Birthing the Myth of Himself [pp. 132-138]
	Growth of a Poet [pp. 138-142]




