
Complaint Against Crows 
/ Elton Glaser 

In the August cornfields, the crows 

thin in winter, tumescent by May 
lurch black and sleek as politicians. 

I hate their icy hearts, 
their dry, scrabbling feet. .. 

They are boring 
like the letters I sent long ago 

complaining to you of love. 

What do I complain of now? 

These words 

and the small defections of the mind. 

The way the breasts 

of women at sixteen 

sweep back and forth in their gaudy halters 

like radar. 

Exile, a northern sun 

scraping on the windows, the palaver of leaves 

from a strange tree, the explicit 
silence of snow. 

The soft fall of money in another hand, 

praise fitted and draped on another name, 

peace expanding 
a worthier heart. 

The inquisitions of the future, 
the inquest of the past... 

And these crows, these insolent crows 

fat with satisfactions of the harvest, 

beating their black wings against the grain. 

48 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 48

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 6, No. 1 (Winter, 1975), pp. 1-142
	Front Matter
	Fiction
	The Dungeon [pp. 1-11]

	Poetry
	Waiting [pp. 12-13]
	Standing on the Corner [p. 14-14]
	After the Ballet [p. 15-15]
	Monogamy [p. 15-15]
	Odessa [pp. 15-16]

	Fiction
	Jewish Lightning [pp. 17-25]

	Poetry
	A Night in December [pp. 25-26]
	Town [pp. 26-27]
	Hoeing [p. 27-27]
	The Difference between Night and Day [p. 30-30]
	Known Survivors [p. 31-31]
	The Body Remembers [p. 32-32]
	Believe You Me [pp. 32-33]

	Fiction
	The Monster: From 98.6 a Novel [pp. 33-46]

	Poetry
	Well Water [p. 47-47]
	Complaint against Crows [p. 48-48]
	Portrait of My Sister [p. 49-49]
	The Road [p. 50-50]
	The Map [pp. 50-51]

	Fiction
	The Secrets of Malaterre [pp. 51-64]

	Poetry
	River [p. 64-64]
	Farm III [p. 65-65]
	Oleum Misericordiae [pp. 65-67]
	Suite [p. 67-67]

	Fiction
	The Thaw [pp. 68-78]

	Fields of Action
	Introduction [pp. 78-79]
	Joyce's Forest of Symbols [pp. 79-91]
	Pound and Rimbaud: The Retreat from Symbolism [pp. 91-117]
	In and about the Maximus Poems: The Maximus Poems 1-10 [pp. 118-130]
	Birds at Noon [p. 131-131]
	Birthing the Myth of Himself [pp. 132-138]
	Growth of a Poet [pp. 138-142]




