
Bothered to shrug off 

The flies. 

Back at the room 

You laid under a slow fan 

Only to get up 
And watch from the window 

A pup snap 
The ankle of a woman 

Carrying bricks. She kicked the dog 
And went on. 

Again you turned away 
Afraid to think that it was night 
And along with the poor 
You would sleep with spiders, 
Dust in your throat 

And going down. 

Hoeing / Gary Soto 

During March while hoeing long rows 

Of cotton 

Dirt lifted in the air 

Entering my nostrils 

And eyes 
The yellow under my fingernails 

The hoe swung 
Across my shadow chopping weeds 

And thick caterpillars 
Who shriveled 

Into rings 
And went where the wind went 

When the sun was on the left 

And against my face 

Sweat the sea 

That is still within me 

Rose and fell 

From my chin 

Touching land 

For the first time 

27 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 27

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 6, No. 1 (Winter, 1975), pp. 1-142
	Front Matter
	Fiction
	The Dungeon [pp. 1-11]

	Poetry
	Waiting [pp. 12-13]
	Standing on the Corner [p. 14-14]
	After the Ballet [p. 15-15]
	Monogamy [p. 15-15]
	Odessa [pp. 15-16]

	Fiction
	Jewish Lightning [pp. 17-25]

	Poetry
	A Night in December [pp. 25-26]
	Town [pp. 26-27]
	Hoeing [p. 27-27]
	The Difference between Night and Day [p. 30-30]
	Known Survivors [p. 31-31]
	The Body Remembers [p. 32-32]
	Believe You Me [pp. 32-33]

	Fiction
	The Monster: From 98.6 a Novel [pp. 33-46]

	Poetry
	Well Water [p. 47-47]
	Complaint against Crows [p. 48-48]
	Portrait of My Sister [p. 49-49]
	The Road [p. 50-50]
	The Map [pp. 50-51]

	Fiction
	The Secrets of Malaterre [pp. 51-64]

	Poetry
	River [p. 64-64]
	Farm III [p. 65-65]
	Oleum Misericordiae [pp. 65-67]
	Suite [p. 67-67]

	Fiction
	The Thaw [pp. 68-78]

	Fields of Action
	Introduction [pp. 78-79]
	Joyce's Forest of Symbols [pp. 79-91]
	Pound and Rimbaud: The Retreat from Symbolism [pp. 91-117]
	In and about the Maximus Poems: The Maximus Poems 1-10 [pp. 118-130]
	Birds at Noon [p. 131-131]
	Birthing the Myth of Himself [pp. 132-138]
	Growth of a Poet [pp. 138-142]




