
we slip thru pirates alley 

past the old cathedral 

to see kid thomas mute his horn 

with a brown paper bag. 

Providence, Rhode Island / Al Young 

It's spring again 
the early part when 

the wettest wind 

gives you a licking 

youll never forget 

You stand quivering 
down by the Biltmore 

whistling for taxis 

as maxi-skirted women 

flee the scene 

youve just stepped into 

The grayness of this 

white water city feels 

good to blood that wants 

to explode on century's notice 

shattering calendar meat 

& appointments well kept 

Colonial afternoons 

had to be colder than 

the hearts of witches 

laid to rest beneath 

these charming citypaved hills 

Rushing for cover 

you now understand the 

cooled out literalness 

of these old wooden homes 

A skinny black man 

(a brother you guess) 
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who commutes between 

this stop & Harlem U.S.A. 

tells you he's never been to 

Brown or the School of Design 
but he know for a fact that 

it's mafia keep this town relaxed 

'They got the highest houses 

up in them hills but after them 
come all your professors & pro 

fessionals/people with a 

highclass license to steal" 

You want to come back in 

summer when the change takes 

place but this brilHant chill 
has tightened your head 

New England is a poker game too 

Mr. Booker T. / James W. Blake 

Were you the Brer Rabbit 

of African conjuring? 
Did you take Stowe's 

vision and turn it 

into her husband's foe? 

Did that scheme 

divide our family 
or was Du Bois just 
the turn man 

and Garvey a substitute? 

Is it true you taught 
Chilembwe how to build 
an icon for freedom 

out of mud? 

Some said it was 

because of the white blood. 

Did you really wink 

approval with Mendel's laws 

30 


	Article Contents
	p. 29
	p. 30

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 6, No. 2, Black Writing (Spring, 1975), pp. 1-132
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	The First Act of Liberation Is to Destroy One's Cage [p. 1-1]
	Free Fantasia: Tiger Flowers [pp. 1-2]
	Good Night, Willie Lee, I'll See You in the Morning [pp. 2-3]
	Leaving Eden [p. 3-3]
	Butterfly Piece [p. 3-3]
	The Father [p. 4-4]
	The City [p. 4-4]
	Fifteen [p. 5-5]
	Soft Kid [p. 5-5]
	Dizz on TV [p. 6-6]
	The Return of Julian the Apostate to Rome [pp. 6-7]
	Alice [pp. 7-8]
	Finale [p. 9-9]
	Parish Doctor [pp. 9-10]
	To John Oliver Killens in 1974 [pp. 10-11]
	Deep Song [p. 11-11]
	The Point of the Western Pen [p. 12-12]
	The Old Women of Paris [pp. 12-13]
	Jericho [p. 13-13]
	Soul Soul Super Bowl [pp. 13-15]
	Power [pp. 16-17]
	Ungod at the Font of the Blues [pp. 17-18]
	Words [p. 18-18]
	To All Brothers: From All Sisters [pp. 18-19]
	Open [pp. 19-20]
	Lébé [pp. 20-21]
	Homage to My Hair [p. 22-22]
	This Is C. T. R. Reed [p. 22-22]
	From "The Book of Shine, XII" [p. 23-23]
	Dust [pp. 23-24]
	July 4, 1974 [p. 24-24]
	He Imagined the Gorgeous Pattern of the New Skin and Settled for America [pp. 24-25]
	For Paul Laurence Dunbar 1872-1972 [pp. 25-26]
	Two Egyptian Portrait Masks: Nefert-iti; Akhenaten [pp. 26-27]
	Riding Back on a 30-Year-Old Tractor after Pulling out the Car I Drove into a Ditch, Watching Stars and Lightning from the Northwest [pp. 27-28]
	Homage to My Hips [p. 28-28]
	Another Note for a Future Memory [pp. 28-29]
	Providence, Rhode Island [pp. 29-30]
	Mr. Booker T. [pp. 30-31]
	Port Arthur [pp. 31-32]
	Boston [pp. 32-34]
	Boston, 5:00 a.m.: 11/74 [p. 34-34]
	The Missionaries [pp. 34-35]
	Christ's Bracero [pp. 35-36]
	Silent Canto [p. 36-36]
	In an Office of English [pp. 36-37]
	The Silent Songwriter of Our Apocalypse [pp. 37-38]
	On a New York Street Corner: Canvas #14 [pp. 38-39]
	Richmond Barthé: "Meeting in Lyon" [pp. 39-40]
	Talking to My Grandmother Who Died Poor Some Years Ago [pp. 40-41]
	Nightmare Begins Responsibility [pp. 41-42]

	Fiction
	Introduction [pp. 42-44]
	John Henry's Home [pp. 44-53]
	Problems of Art [pp. 53-67]
	From "Cakewalk Kangaroo" [pp. 67-74]
	From "Flight to Canada" [pp. 74-82]

	Criticism and Drama
	Visions of Love and Manliness in a Blackening World: Dramas of Black Life from 1953-1970 [pp. 82-99]
	Saga of the Black Man (A Pageant-Drama) [pp. 99-128]

	Back Matter



