MORE “PHLEGMIANA”

Recently several sets of missing pages from
Grayson d’Auly’s massive Phlegmianahave
turned up here at the Archives. Their discovery
may eventually permit us to partially fill several
of the puzzling lacunae in that work, which
was published in considerable disarray follow-
ing the disappearance of itsauthor. The page
numbers on this new material are misleading;;
we have not found any of the new texts to be
closely related to previously published mater-
ial in Phlegmiana, though the persons mentioned
are mostly familiar. We briefly speculated that
the lemur incident might be part of the woe-
fully incomplete chapter in Volume VIII dealing
with Phlegm’s crusade against the Small Mam-
mals Act, but have since found that Edna had
notat that time joined the “Girls.”

Responsible inquiries and speculations are
always welcome here, but correspondents
should be prepared for long delays in respond -
ing to letters. Please do not telephone.

Wooster Alexander S. Gourlay
April Acting Director
The Phlegm Archives
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73 Annealed in the Furnace of Adversity.

revealed that the ukelele had
been doctored, perhaps by a
firm in the shoe-repair district
of Zagreb3The lemurdied ina
Toledo zoo, “sadder but wiset,”
according to Phlegm’s memoits.

IV. DARK DAYS

In 1923 the “hoop-hoop’gitls
went straight and totd all. Edna
and Blanche gave the most damn-
ing testimony, though they i
sisted throughout that Phlegm
knew “next to nothing”about”
lemurs, and that the court was
“barking up the wrong tree.”
“That man,” said Edna, “kept”
trying to feed it corks.” All
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is said that he reluctantly abandoned the
bagpiper in Cheyenne after a spate of parti-
cularly unfavorable reviews.

Following the departure of the extraord-
tnary Mr. MacPherson, Nigels western tour
was, in the main, a critical as well as an art-
tstic success. The Boise Banner-Eagle was un-
stinting in its praise. “Professor Phlegm has
done the improbable,” it said ; “Phlegm and
his merry ‘Sultaneers’ explored the Limits of
the polka as a blues idiom and did not find it
wanting.”? Another journal carped about his
decision to sing the popular “Oyster Drabs Polka”
in an unfamiliar dialect, but praised Phlegm’s
“unobtruswe sense of pitch.”3 Such notices as
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break with Satchelveranda was
not long in coming, however. The
final crists came with the collapse
of Lunar Projection Travel, the
unscrupulous swami’s most
rious venture, and the only one—
with which Phlegm ref to be’
assocfated afterward. The extent”
of Phlegms’s involvement in this
scheme (s &ill not clear; certain
ly, his postfacto assertion that he
was “in bed most of 1903%” hasnot
clarified the matter to the satis~
faction of atl scholars. There can
be no doubt that Nigel participat-
ed (n the carliest phase of the—
swindle, but promotional mater
1al lacks Phlegm’s chatracteristic
flait, as (s clear in the photograph
reproduced at right.
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From page six of “Is Moon Travel

forYOURfam{ly?”
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75 FOREIGN AFFAIRS

and de Nussac, never one to take a fadure
lying down, promptly reissued the photo
of Phlegm atop the miraculous truffle as an
ordinary picture pofteard, no. 190 in the’
serwes called “All around Gueret.” He was
canny ¢nough to describe the subject as a
view of the “Plertes Civieres Maupuy, pres
Guéret” (although these rocks are almogt 9O
km. from the town), and for almost a decade
the card escaped the notice of Rome. The ruse
was detected in 1904, however, and de Nussacs
entire line was placed on the Index for fear
that it might harbor other reminders of the

cmbart'ass{ng affawr
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19a. ~ Pierres Civiéres Maupuy, prés Guérer

Postcard. Original title:

“Its Really a Big One,” Says Nigel Phlegm..”

103



	Article Contents
	p. 95
	p. 96
	p. 97
	p. 98
	p. 99
	p. 100
	p. 101
	p. 102
	p. 103

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 12, No. 4 (Fall, 1981), pp. 1-228
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Essay
	Destin, Design, Dasein: Lacan, Derrida and "The Purloined Letter" [pp. 1-11]

	Interview
	An Interview with Claude Richard [pp. 12-22]

	Essay
	Writing Literary Criticism [pp. 23-43]

	Poems
	Sixpoint Five [pp. 44-45]
	Living in the La Brea Tar Pits [pp. 46-47]
	Beyond the Door [pp. 48-49]
	Modern Poet and Calypso [p. 50-50]
	Under a Rim of Shade [p. 51-51]
	Perspectives on Moving Backwards [pp. 52-53]
	For a Father [p. 54-54]
	Years of This [p. 55-55]
	Winter along the Santa Cruz [p. 56-56]
	After Rain [p. 57-57]
	Into the Green Marsh [p. 58-58]
	Caravati's Junkyard [p. 59-59]
	An Old Soldier Reads "The Iliad" [p. 60-60]
	Worcester, Next Nine Exits [p. 61-61]
	Paul Celan [p. 62-62]
	The Sins of the Fathers [p. 63-63]
	Mid-October [p. 64-64]
	The Fear of Taking off the Mask [p. 65-65]
	A Soul Is Speechless on the Street [p. 66-66]
	Three for Mike Cummings [pp. 67-68]

	Stories
	One Man's Hysteria—Real and Imagined—in the 20th Century [pp. 69-85]
	Shroud [pp. 86-92]
	Bellying-up [pp. 93-94]

	Essays
	More "Phlegmiana" [pp. 95-103]
	Consuming the Past [pp. 104-111]

	Poems
	The Desire and Pursuit of the Part [pp. 112-114]
	Coming to Terms [p. 115-115]
	The Art of Translation [p. 116-116]
	Confiteor [p. 117-117]

	Story
	Bad Day at Baden-Baden [pp. 118-138]

	Short Shrift in the Schwarzwald [pp. 139-181]
	Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 182-200]
	Review: untitled [pp. 201-207]
	Review: Small Press Review [pp. 208-218]

	Back Matter



