
Years of This Maria Flook 

It's like beginning small, the business 

is marriage. First they buy the sign 
and stack the shelves. 

Her legs 
are 

long and cool 

as fluorescent lights. 
She sits aglow at the cash register 
or with the adding machine in her lap. 

People will buy anything sold in pairs. 

Years of this and they buy real estate. 

He builds the house and adds on and adds 

on. On the patio, the children wiggle 
their toes in wet cement, practicing 
the names they will die with. 

She is still adding and subtracting, 
the lines in her palms do not 

lengthen 
or 

multiply. The wrinkle in her womb 

becomes the final namesake. 

They started with nickels, dimes, animal 

hungers. First he mowed the lawn, 
she weeded. Then the gardener came 

three times a week. 

Now from their condominium window 

a final geranium can be seen above traffic. 

Its bloom tight pink 
like an infant's fist behind glass. 

They imagine their children returning, repentant. 
All of them religious and sad. 

55 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 55

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 12, No. 4 (Fall, 1981), pp. 1-228
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Essay
	Destin, Design, Dasein: Lacan, Derrida and "The Purloined Letter" [pp. 1-11]

	Interview
	An Interview with Claude Richard [pp. 12-22]

	Essay
	Writing Literary Criticism [pp. 23-43]

	Poems
	Sixpoint Five [pp. 44-45]
	Living in the La Brea Tar Pits [pp. 46-47]
	Beyond the Door [pp. 48-49]
	Modern Poet and Calypso [p. 50-50]
	Under a Rim of Shade [p. 51-51]
	Perspectives on Moving Backwards [pp. 52-53]
	For a Father [p. 54-54]
	Years of This [p. 55-55]
	Winter along the Santa Cruz [p. 56-56]
	After Rain [p. 57-57]
	Into the Green Marsh [p. 58-58]
	Caravati's Junkyard [p. 59-59]
	An Old Soldier Reads "The Iliad" [p. 60-60]
	Worcester, Next Nine Exits [p. 61-61]
	Paul Celan [p. 62-62]
	The Sins of the Fathers [p. 63-63]
	Mid-October [p. 64-64]
	The Fear of Taking off the Mask [p. 65-65]
	A Soul Is Speechless on the Street [p. 66-66]
	Three for Mike Cummings [pp. 67-68]

	Stories
	One Man's Hysteria—Real and Imagined—in the 20th Century [pp. 69-85]
	Shroud [pp. 86-92]
	Bellying-up [pp. 93-94]

	Essays
	More "Phlegmiana" [pp. 95-103]
	Consuming the Past [pp. 104-111]

	Poems
	The Desire and Pursuit of the Part [pp. 112-114]
	Coming to Terms [p. 115-115]
	The Art of Translation [p. 116-116]
	Confiteor [p. 117-117]

	Story
	Bad Day at Baden-Baden [pp. 118-138]

	Short Shrift in the Schwarzwald [pp. 139-181]
	Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 182-200]
	Review: untitled [pp. 201-207]
	Review: Small Press Review [pp. 208-218]

	Back Matter



