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There’s no smell like
the first cigaret
your father lights in the car

near the middle of the George Washington Bridge;
the man you pass stares at the sky
as if the color blue were everything.

How can you doubt it
when your own street is thick with houses,
blue as bottles washed up by waves . ..

The air hangs limply like a tern
too far inland, but when you lift
a rock from the ground

there’s only the ground,
the man on the bridge,
his wife nodding from shore

like a broken doll;
when it’s time to go back
to the roses stretching their thin necks,

the dead grass lining the gutters,
already your house detaches itself
and swings along the ground,

further than oceans
or the next blue continent.
Look out the back window:

you see how everything will leave you,
the telephone poles chained together,
the geese racing backwards,
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the sun dawdling into
the nearest window.
Even the man on the bridge backs away.

And how the smoke turns blue in your
father’s mouth, that fragrance
wrapped round you like a scarf !

53



	Article Contents
	p. 52
	p. 53

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 12, No. 4 (Fall, 1981), pp. 1-228
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Essay
	Destin, Design, Dasein: Lacan, Derrida and "The Purloined Letter" [pp. 1-11]

	Interview
	An Interview with Claude Richard [pp. 12-22]

	Essay
	Writing Literary Criticism [pp. 23-43]

	Poems
	Sixpoint Five [pp. 44-45]
	Living in the La Brea Tar Pits [pp. 46-47]
	Beyond the Door [pp. 48-49]
	Modern Poet and Calypso [p. 50-50]
	Under a Rim of Shade [p. 51-51]
	Perspectives on Moving Backwards [pp. 52-53]
	For a Father [p. 54-54]
	Years of This [p. 55-55]
	Winter along the Santa Cruz [p. 56-56]
	After Rain [p. 57-57]
	Into the Green Marsh [p. 58-58]
	Caravati's Junkyard [p. 59-59]
	An Old Soldier Reads "The Iliad" [p. 60-60]
	Worcester, Next Nine Exits [p. 61-61]
	Paul Celan [p. 62-62]
	The Sins of the Fathers [p. 63-63]
	Mid-October [p. 64-64]
	The Fear of Taking off the Mask [p. 65-65]
	A Soul Is Speechless on the Street [p. 66-66]
	Three for Mike Cummings [pp. 67-68]

	Stories
	One Man's Hysteria—Real and Imagined—in the 20th Century [pp. 69-85]
	Shroud [pp. 86-92]
	Bellying-up [pp. 93-94]

	Essays
	More "Phlegmiana" [pp. 95-103]
	Consuming the Past [pp. 104-111]

	Poems
	The Desire and Pursuit of the Part [pp. 112-114]
	Coming to Terms [p. 115-115]
	The Art of Translation [p. 116-116]
	Confiteor [p. 117-117]

	Story
	Bad Day at Baden-Baden [pp. 118-138]

	Short Shrift in the Schwarzwald [pp. 139-181]
	Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 182-200]
	Review: untitled [pp. 201-207]
	Review: Small Press Review [pp. 208-218]

	Back Matter



