JEFF FALLIS

Marvin Gaye Sings “The Star-Spangled Banner”
(N.B.A. All-Star Game, Los Angeles, February 13, 1983)

Aviator shades

shading dark eyes,

suit conservative,

he strides up to center
court and touches the mike
with the half-funky

drum beat already
booming forth from

the PA. Before

he’s hit a note,

there’s already risk

in the air, this sense

of exploratory grace

that only deepens when

he sings the first few bars
way down low,

soft, slow, and soulful.
Somehow the song,

hard to sing in the first
place, seems a new

thing, a new body

with new blood,

full of air and open

space, wounded and healed.
You don’t know

where he’s going with it,
and what’s exciting is that
it sounds like he doesn’t
know either. The ramparts,
the broad stripes, the bright
stars, the twilight’s

last gleaming, the bombs
bursting in air, all
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alive and open to oxygen
again. The crowd gets

more into it

as he goes along; they whoop
and holler when he nails

the high notes, and by

the end he’s won over

the entire Forum, Doctor

J included. It’s

a gorgeous moment, and Marvin,
coke-sick and exhausted,
basks in the warm applause,
gives ‘em a grin, won't

take off his shades.



	Article Contents
	p. 81
	p. 82

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 34, No. 3 (Winter, 2004/2005), pp. i-vi, 1-204
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. v-vi]
	Laundry [pp. 2-20]
	Photographs from Rt. 80 [p. 21-21]
	Critique of Pure Reason [p. 22-22]
	Housework [p. 23-23]
	Directive (What Is Poetry?) [p. 24-24]
	Cosas [pp. 25-40]
	What Coal Tastes Like [pp. 41-64]
	Summer with Ms. Stein [p. 65-65]
	Monday [p. 66-66]
	On Leaving Normal Behind [pp. 67-79]
	Adventure on the High Seas [p. 80-80]
	Marvin Gaye Sings "The Star-Spangled Banner" [pp. 81-82]
	Shanghai [p. 83-83]
	Free Fall [p. 84-84]
	Archipelago [pp. 85-86]
	Field Trip [pp. 87-96]
	Sunday Mass [p. 97-97]
	Wreaths [p. 98-98]
	Reading "Mr. Lincoln's Army" [p. 99-99]
	Offerings: Mary; Joseph; Jesus; God [pp. 100-101]
	Echo: Echo: The Adolescent; Echo: The Woman [p. 102-102]
	A Big Blank [p. 103-103]
	Polar [p. 104-104]
	The Fly [p. 105-105]
	Rabbits [p. 106-106]
	Anonymity [pp. 107-109]
	The Whistler's Map [p. 110-110]
	The Streets That Matter [p. 111-111]
	Instituto [pp. 112-120]
	Zeus [pp. 121-122]
	The Sorrows of Carrie M. [pp. 123-125]
	Echo [pp. 126-127]
	The Sacrificial Goat [pp. 128-129]
	Uncertain Light [p. 130-130]
	The Poet [pp. 131-133]
	Chimera in Virga and Voice [pp. 134-135]
	Daybook [pp. 136-137]
	Translating Thomas Mann [pp. 138-148]
	The Experiment [p. 149-149]
	Homage to Poe [p. 150-150]
	Two Poets Meet [pp. 151-152]
	Brown v. IRS [p. 153-153]
	Caller [p. 154-154]
	Hamlet, as Wittgenstein, in Iceland [p. 155-155]
	Homeland [p. 156-156]
	There Is More Ocean around Us [p. 157-157]
	Name of the Game [pp. 158-167]
	Victory [pp. 168-169]
	Hummingbird of Ur [p. 170-170]
	Postcards to Myself Signed "Love, Me" [pp. 171-172]
	Mini Opera [p. 173-173]
	Anne Frank, Postscript [p. 174-174]
	Crucible of Civilization [pp. 175-176]
	A Garland for Donald Justice (1925-2004)
	A Reminiscence [pp. 177-178]
	In Memory of Donald Justice [p. 179-179]
	Intimations of Autumn [pp. 180-182]
	Summer Sleep [p. 183-183]
	Iowa City, 1962 [p. 184-184]
	North [p. 185-185]
	Capriccio [pp. 186-187]
	Walking with Donald Justice [pp. 188-189]
	The Poet-Teacher [pp. 190-191]
	Tea Dance at the Nautilus Hotel (1925) [p. 192-192]
	Dedication [p. 193-193]
	Another Reminiscence [pp. 194-195]

	Back Matter



