
Homage to Poe 

I cut my father into firewood. He made about a half cord, plus a 

small bundle of kindling. All through three winters he burned, not 

fast and pretty as birch, not long and smoky as oak, but steady, with 

light in exact proportion to the heat it gave off. 

Years later: brutal winter. There was of course no more father for 

the fire. But I gathered our small family and, on our knees, we gave 
thanks for the unselfish gift he had once provided us in time of 

need. Then we all went to bed save me, who stayed up per usual 

staring into a fire consuming some other manner of fuel. 

From within the play of flames I was assailed by a small doubt: 

did my father really offer himself so freely? Was there not the dis 

tant, muffled memory of his objections, repressed until this very 
moment? 

I plunged out of the house, onto the porch, the cold smack of night. 
Stars were there, oh yes?distant and many, their clean, granular 
fires. But not one answered yes, or no. 

150 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 150

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 34, No. 3 (Winter, 2004/2005), pp. i-vi, 1-204
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. v-vi]
	Laundry [pp. 2-20]
	Photographs from Rt. 80 [p. 21-21]
	Critique of Pure Reason [p. 22-22]
	Housework [p. 23-23]
	Directive (What Is Poetry?) [p. 24-24]
	Cosas [pp. 25-40]
	What Coal Tastes Like [pp. 41-64]
	Summer with Ms. Stein [p. 65-65]
	Monday [p. 66-66]
	On Leaving Normal Behind [pp. 67-79]
	Adventure on the High Seas [p. 80-80]
	Marvin Gaye Sings "The Star-Spangled Banner" [pp. 81-82]
	Shanghai [p. 83-83]
	Free Fall [p. 84-84]
	Archipelago [pp. 85-86]
	Field Trip [pp. 87-96]
	Sunday Mass [p. 97-97]
	Wreaths [p. 98-98]
	Reading "Mr. Lincoln's Army" [p. 99-99]
	Offerings: Mary; Joseph; Jesus; God [pp. 100-101]
	Echo: Echo: The Adolescent; Echo: The Woman [p. 102-102]
	A Big Blank [p. 103-103]
	Polar [p. 104-104]
	The Fly [p. 105-105]
	Rabbits [p. 106-106]
	Anonymity [pp. 107-109]
	The Whistler's Map [p. 110-110]
	The Streets That Matter [p. 111-111]
	Instituto [pp. 112-120]
	Zeus [pp. 121-122]
	The Sorrows of Carrie M. [pp. 123-125]
	Echo [pp. 126-127]
	The Sacrificial Goat [pp. 128-129]
	Uncertain Light [p. 130-130]
	The Poet [pp. 131-133]
	Chimera in Virga and Voice [pp. 134-135]
	Daybook [pp. 136-137]
	Translating Thomas Mann [pp. 138-148]
	The Experiment [p. 149-149]
	Homage to Poe [p. 150-150]
	Two Poets Meet [pp. 151-152]
	Brown v. IRS [p. 153-153]
	Caller [p. 154-154]
	Hamlet, as Wittgenstein, in Iceland [p. 155-155]
	Homeland [p. 156-156]
	There Is More Ocean around Us [p. 157-157]
	Name of the Game [pp. 158-167]
	Victory [pp. 168-169]
	Hummingbird of Ur [p. 170-170]
	Postcards to Myself Signed "Love, Me" [pp. 171-172]
	Mini Opera [p. 173-173]
	Anne Frank, Postscript [p. 174-174]
	Crucible of Civilization [pp. 175-176]
	A Garland for Donald Justice (1925-2004)
	A Reminiscence [pp. 177-178]
	In Memory of Donald Justice [p. 179-179]
	Intimations of Autumn [pp. 180-182]
	Summer Sleep [p. 183-183]
	Iowa City, 1962 [p. 184-184]
	North [p. 185-185]
	Capriccio [pp. 186-187]
	Walking with Donald Justice [pp. 188-189]
	The Poet-Teacher [pp. 190-191]
	Tea Dance at the Nautilus Hotel (1925) [p. 192-192]
	Dedication [p. 193-193]
	Another Reminiscence [pp. 194-195]

	Back Matter



