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Dispatch

The way fences open

in a high wind, nothing
is at our disposal—

i.e., “Like the shy

of a horse’s neck”

was the thought

drifting between us
when the road’s patina
of wet tar and wet gravel
split. On the other bank,
the grass blew silver,
complicit, bent—

an afternoonish trick—
like boys at a tideline
digging with their small
shovels, trenches.

Let the general’s

fingers drum, they sang,
let him shape out of smoke
lassos. A scythe of sky
rose with the water

at our feet: a star-trough,
a lost scramble

over tin roofs. Because
we said breath, we

said whose.

Signed, thus, ourselves—
like the weather—Love,
your elaborate shore.

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to ©

[
University of lowa @Jg%

2
The lowa Review NIKORY
WWW.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 120

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 34, No. 1 (Spring, 2004), pp. i-vi, 1-180
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [p. v-v]
	Torch Song (Prose Is a Prose Is a Prose) [pp. 1-8]
	Suspension (April 20, 1984) [pp. 9-12]
	Getting Places [p. 13-13]
	Five Roses in the Morning: March 16, 2003 [p. 14-14]
	Postcard from Tortola [p. 15-15]
	The Past [p. 16-16]
	A Moth for Mary Ruefle [p. 17-17]
	Making the Things That Make Man's Life Better [p. 18-18]
	Julie Ann in the Bone Marrow Unit, Zion, Illinois [p. 19-19]
	A Song for Kay Mullen [pp. 20-21]
	My Life as an Estimate Writ in Stone [p. 22-22]
	My Life as an Account in the Single Digits [p. 23-23]
	The Shape of the Winnow [p. 24-24]
	Solstice [p. 25-25]
	Aground and Aloft [pp. 26-42]
	Where There Is No Earth [pp. 43-78]
	Poem [p. 79-79]
	Poem [p. 80-80]
	Poem [p. 81-81]
	Poem [p. 82-82]
	Tourist [pp. 83-84]
	As of Yet [pp. 85-86]
	The Elegist [pp. 87-88]
	All We Need [p. 89-89]
	In the Orchard of Star Fruit [pp. 90-91]
	Dottie and the Plymouth Rocks [p. 92-92]
	Sebald in Starbucks [pp. 93-96]
	Paris [pp. 97-102]
	D/Altered [pp. 103-108]
	To Immerse the Weight [p. 109-109]
	Ridges of Aromatic [p. 110-110]
	Biscuits! [p. 111-111]
	These Are the Islands [pp. 112-113]
	Sleepwalker [p. 114-114]
	Sometimes When a Story Is Told [p. 115-115]
	Bouilloux-Bougival [p. 116-116]
	Bird Plague [p. 117-117]
	Smoke [p. 118-118]
	Reconstruction [p. 119-119]
	Dispatch [p. 120-120]
	Bog Song [p. 121-121]
	Ground Control [pp. 122-144]
	On Aging [pp. 145-156]
	Daily Double [pp. 157-169]
	Reading Floyd Skloot [pp. 170-175]
	Back Matter



