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DAVID HERNANDEZ

The Goldfish

He asked to be resurrected as a dolphin
but dolphins were running low on earth
so hours after his final breath shuttled out

from his lungs they wrapped his spirit up
in orange scales instead and transported him
to a pet store aquarium. It’s comical

and it’s not, considering the lesions
that governed his flesh when he was human,
the static of his wheezing, how his partner

held him long after he turned into a husk.
Then the conversion to goldfish, not the sleek

blue-gray body he always wanted,

one that would allow him to stitch—over

and under and over—the ocean’s sequin dress.

Disappointed, but not unlucky

since a loveable boy carried that goldfish
from the store in a clear baggie, knotted
and bulged with water. Carried it home

where the tank waited, an emperor’s pagoda
like a wedding cake rising out of blue gravel.
Thirty-six gallons of tranquility.

The dependable snowdrift of food.
And no suffering—the world’s shark,

gouging anything that moves beyond the glass.

)
University of lowa 3@;’&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review RINGRE ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 84

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 34, No. 2 (Fall, 2004), pp. i-vi, 1-180
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. v-vi]
	The Sugar Shell [pp. 1-18]
	A Grave [p. 19-19]
	White Room [p. 20-20]
	Heat Wave [p. 21-21]
	Soft Flame [p. 22-22]
	The Idea of Two [p. 23-23]
	No Homo [p. 24-24]
	Sister [p. 25-25]
	Open Land [p. 26-26]
	To Eagle Pond [pp. 27-35]
	American Triptych: At the Store; Down the Road; Potluck at the Wilmot Flat Baptist Church [pp. 36-37]
	The Altitudes of Dream [pp. 38-44]
	A Journey Prayer [pp. 45-46]
	Crop Duster Jerk-off: A Poetry of Abuse [p. 47-47]
	Some: An Ode to the Partitive Article [p. 48-48]
	Entertaining Your Father in the Netherlands [pp. 49-50]
	Remembering Him Dying [p. 51-51]
	Detroit, 1976 [p. 52-52]
	Life Together [p. 53-53]
	Dawn [pp. 54-55]
	On the Bus [pp. 56-64]
	Rite Anthropologique [pp. 65-69]
	Las Vueltas [pp. 70-77]
	The President's Dream [p. 78-78]
	To Ease My Mind [pp. 79-80]
	Otherness [p. 81-81]
	A Lamb by Its Ma [p. 82-82]
	No One's Mother [p. 83-83]
	The Goldfish [p. 84-84]
	The Ground Floor [pp. 85-96]
	Where the Membrane Is Thinnest: Others; To the People of America: A Scientifick Discovery!!!; Stage One; The Most Ancient Light in Existence; Their Names; Art [pp. 97-104]
	Spelling Test [p. 105-105]
	Monday at the Zoo [p. 106-106]
	Suddenly in Grace [p. 107-107]
	Just Produce: A Meditation on Time & Materials, Past & Present [pp. 108-130]
	A Portfolio of Work from the International Writing Program
	Small Confession [p. 131-131]
	Ending [p. 132-132]
	[Two Men Stand Beside] [p. 133-133]
	But There Are Such Days [p. 134-134]
	The Giant Has Hidden His Heart [p. 135-135]
	Return from Exile [p. 136-136]
	One Ona [pp. 137-140]
	Red Moon: Notes on the Craft of the Firekeeper in the Canoe Tribes of Tierra del Fuego [pp. 141-143]
	The Funeral [pp. 144-149]
	Button [p. 150-150]
	Berryman's Father [pp. 151-156]
	Blue Horses [p. 157-157]
	The Tomato [p. 158-158]
	Piggies [pp. 159-169]
	Review: Simic's Surrealist Metaphysics: A Review of Charles Simic, "The Voice at 3:00 A.M.: Selected Late and New Poems" [pp. 170-175]

	Back Matter



