
Ending 

I will still rise from the nightmare of biography 
in noons sharper than the noons of Tammuz, pulled-back and finally 

ready 
to guess what percent of the sun's rays are sledgehammers, 
how strong how choking this air is 

in which terror happens, slap love, ahah 

I will still rise from the nightmare of biography. 

My back makes evening of the fireworks of desperate birds 

to guess what percent of the sun's rays are sledgehammers. 

Birth may be breaking me in the world 

in which terror happens, slap love, ahah, 

but no, I say, no, 

my back makes evening of the fireworks of desperate birds. 

Behind me the city, the mother, the meaninglessness of humancry. 
Birth may be breaking me for the world 

in these moments of poetry I sing my life into dust 

but no, I say, no. 

Birth may be breaking me in the world 

to guess what percent of the sun's rays are sledgehammers 
but no, I say, no, 

I will still rise from the nightmare of biography. 

Translated from the Hebrew by Aviya Kushner 

132 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 132

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 34, No. 2 (Fall, 2004), pp. i-vi, 1-180
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. v-vi]
	The Sugar Shell [pp. 1-18]
	A Grave [p. 19-19]
	White Room [p. 20-20]
	Heat Wave [p. 21-21]
	Soft Flame [p. 22-22]
	The Idea of Two [p. 23-23]
	No Homo [p. 24-24]
	Sister [p. 25-25]
	Open Land [p. 26-26]
	To Eagle Pond [pp. 27-35]
	American Triptych: At the Store; Down the Road; Potluck at the Wilmot Flat Baptist Church [pp. 36-37]
	The Altitudes of Dream [pp. 38-44]
	A Journey Prayer [pp. 45-46]
	Crop Duster Jerk-off: A Poetry of Abuse [p. 47-47]
	Some: An Ode to the Partitive Article [p. 48-48]
	Entertaining Your Father in the Netherlands [pp. 49-50]
	Remembering Him Dying [p. 51-51]
	Detroit, 1976 [p. 52-52]
	Life Together [p. 53-53]
	Dawn [pp. 54-55]
	On the Bus [pp. 56-64]
	Rite Anthropologique [pp. 65-69]
	Las Vueltas [pp. 70-77]
	The President's Dream [p. 78-78]
	To Ease My Mind [pp. 79-80]
	Otherness [p. 81-81]
	A Lamb by Its Ma [p. 82-82]
	No One's Mother [p. 83-83]
	The Goldfish [p. 84-84]
	The Ground Floor [pp. 85-96]
	Where the Membrane Is Thinnest: Others; To the People of America: A Scientifick Discovery!!!; Stage One; The Most Ancient Light in Existence; Their Names; Art [pp. 97-104]
	Spelling Test [p. 105-105]
	Monday at the Zoo [p. 106-106]
	Suddenly in Grace [p. 107-107]
	Just Produce: A Meditation on Time & Materials, Past & Present [pp. 108-130]
	A Portfolio of Work from the International Writing Program
	Small Confession [p. 131-131]
	Ending [p. 132-132]
	[Two Men Stand Beside] [p. 133-133]
	But There Are Such Days [p. 134-134]
	The Giant Has Hidden His Heart [p. 135-135]
	Return from Exile [p. 136-136]
	One Ona [pp. 137-140]
	Red Moon: Notes on the Craft of the Firekeeper in the Canoe Tribes of Tierra del Fuego [pp. 141-143]
	The Funeral [pp. 144-149]
	Button [p. 150-150]
	Berryman's Father [pp. 151-156]
	Blue Horses [p. 157-157]
	The Tomato [p. 158-158]
	Piggies [pp. 159-169]
	Review: Simic's Surrealist Metaphysics: A Review of Charles Simic, "The Voice at 3:00 A.M.: Selected Late and New Poems" [pp. 170-175]

	Back Matter



