
THIRST 

It comes and goes. 
We live with ourselves 

for hours every 

day and night twists 

in our minds 

corkscrew of memory, 
our throats dusty 
as old playgrounds. 

We wait for summer 

showers?that smell 

of rain-dampened 
dust, dryness and wetness 

mixed, unheard of 

marriages. We have 

the dryness, our 

partner?we go 

fifty-fifty, democratic 

for days at a time, 

listening to old 

stories of ourselves? 

back in those great 
times when raisins 

were grapes. And very 
late now the ancient 

camels gather 
on 

the lawn, filling 
darkness with 

laments. They 

regret their choice 

of occupation, 
hate their stupid 

humps and want 

us?for just 
one hour?to 

turn them into 

fish. We try. 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 9

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 1, No. 3 (Summer, 1970), pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	This Slave Dreads Her Work as If She Were a Lamb Commanded to Be a Musician [pp. 4-6]
	What Keeps Us Grinning at Night [p. 7-7]
	Being Away [p. 8-8]
	Thirst [p. 9-9]
	High Level [p. 10-10]
	The Peach Terrace [p. 10-10]
	Life Prayer Christ Prayer [p. 11-11]
	From: "The Stillness at the Center of the Target" [pp. 12-14]
	Cherries [p. 15-15]
	After Years [p. 16-16]
	At an Iowa Funeral [p. 17-17]
	Homage to X [p. 18-18]
	Homage to Y [p. 19-19]
	You and Me [p. 20-20]
	Still [p. 21-21]
	Seeing Our Souls [pp. 22-24]
	A Song for New Orleans [p. 24-24]
	Passing the Night [p. 25-25]
	The River [p. 26-26]

	Fiction
	The Dodo Bird [pp. 28-47]
	Hamlin Revisited [pp. 48-53]
	Requa [pp. 54-74]

	Criticism
	From "Lookout to Ashram: The Way of Gary Snyder": Part One [pp. 76-89]
	The Good Earth [p. 90-90]
	Why I Laugh When Kai Cries [p. 90-90]
	Willow [p. 91-91]
	Civilization [p. 91-91]
	The Writing on the Void: The Poetry of W. S. Merwin [pp. 92-106]
	The Night of the Shirts [p. 106-106]
	The Poetry of Samuel Menashe [pp. 107-114]
	[As a Stick That Divines] [p. 114-114]
	Dreaming [p. 115-115]
	These Stone Steps [p. 115-115]
	The Moment of Your Death [p. 115-115]
	Louise Bogan [pp. 116-124]

	Back Matter



