
HOMAGE TO Y 

Laying our eggs like moths 
In the cold cracks of your eyes, 

Brushing your hands with our dark wings 

?Desperate to attempt 
An entrance, to touch that light 

Which buoys you like a flame, 
That it might warm our own lives?, 

We cluster about your death 

As though it were reachable. 

For almost a hundred years 
We've gathered outside your legend and been afraid 

Of what such brilliance affords; 

And knew the while you were risen, your flight 
Pneumatic and pure, invisible as a fever; 
And knew the flight was forever, 

Leaving us what we deserve : 

Syllables, flowers, black ice; 
The exit, the split cocoon . . . 

Charleville 

Wright 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 19

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 1, No. 3 (Summer, 1970), pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	This Slave Dreads Her Work as If She Were a Lamb Commanded to Be a Musician [pp. 4-6]
	What Keeps Us Grinning at Night [p. 7-7]
	Being Away [p. 8-8]
	Thirst [p. 9-9]
	High Level [p. 10-10]
	The Peach Terrace [p. 10-10]
	Life Prayer Christ Prayer [p. 11-11]
	From: "The Stillness at the Center of the Target" [pp. 12-14]
	Cherries [p. 15-15]
	After Years [p. 16-16]
	At an Iowa Funeral [p. 17-17]
	Homage to X [p. 18-18]
	Homage to Y [p. 19-19]
	You and Me [p. 20-20]
	Still [p. 21-21]
	Seeing Our Souls [pp. 22-24]
	A Song for New Orleans [p. 24-24]
	Passing the Night [p. 25-25]
	The River [p. 26-26]

	Fiction
	The Dodo Bird [pp. 28-47]
	Hamlin Revisited [pp. 48-53]
	Requa [pp. 54-74]

	Criticism
	From "Lookout to Ashram: The Way of Gary Snyder": Part One [pp. 76-89]
	The Good Earth [p. 90-90]
	Why I Laugh When Kai Cries [p. 90-90]
	Willow [p. 91-91]
	Civilization [p. 91-91]
	The Writing on the Void: The Poetry of W. S. Merwin [pp. 92-106]
	The Night of the Shirts [p. 106-106]
	The Poetry of Samuel Menashe [pp. 107-114]
	[As a Stick That Divines] [p. 114-114]
	Dreaming [p. 115-115]
	These Stone Steps [p. 115-115]
	The Moment of Your Death [p. 115-115]
	Louise Bogan [pp. 116-124]

	Back Matter



