
IN THIS SQUARE ROOM 

I listen to a round rain 

falling on the anarchic trees. 

A car or two is stitching 
its mechanical progress 

up the hill. The wheels 

sound like zippers being 

opened. Athens I hear 

has put up a papier mach? 

figure of a discus thrower 

in Syntagma Square 
assembled slowly from 

the ground floor up? 
the thighs, the crotch 
a flying penis pointing 
toward American Express 
and there it stayed 
three days exciting 
tourists to photography 

Greek women to their private jokes 
and men to say it's time 

they put a prick on a pedestal 
in Constitution Square 
three days and then 

the project was complete 
the head the torso and the disc 

the whole thing painted bronze 

three other copies 
in the squares in town? 

and slowly slowly 
rain came down. 

The orange trees 

in Athens bore their fruit. 

The windblown flowers 

in my yard hang on. 

The slow cars zipper up the street. 

September 5, winter began. 

9 Kenneth O. Hanson 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 9

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 1, No. 4 (Fall, 1970), pp. 1-134
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	Good [p. 4-4]
	May 1970 [p. 5-5]
	The Spirit the Triumph [p. 6-6]
	Bringing It Home [p. 7-7]
	Political Poem [p. 8-8]
	In This Square Room [p. 9-9]
	Saturday Afternoon at the Movies [pp. 10-11]
	Goodwill, Inc. [p. 12-12]
	The Tale: Invention of the Invisible; Invention of the Knife; Invention of a Color; Invention of Nothing; Errata [pp. 13-15]
	A Door [pp. 16-17]
	Surf-Casting [p. 17-17]
	The Weather in Luxembourg [p. 18-18]
	Honesty [p. 19-19]
	Disappearance of the Future Chickens [p. 20-20]
	Distress [p. 21-21]
	On a Beach in Southern Connecticut [pp. 22-23]
	Breathing [p. 24-24]
	Why You Wanna Know What Time It Is You Got an Appointment with Your Analyst [p. 25-25]
	The Eagle [p. 26-26]

	Fiction
	Cities [pp. 28-51]
	Leroy [pp. 52-63]
	The Reunion [pp. 64-67]

	Criticism
	From "Lookout to Ashram: The Way of Gary Snyder": Part Two (Concluded) [pp. 70-85]
	Down [pp. 85-86]
	Natalia Ginzburg: The Fabric of Voices [pp. 87-93]
	My Psychoanalysis [pp. 93-97]
	On Old Age [pp. 97-99]
	Metafiction [pp. 100-115]
	Reality in Literature [pp. 116-127]

	Back Matter



