
Five Poems -John Spaulding 

Summer at the Croft 

And the rain came in daysful. Each of us 

ate what we could?crayfish we caught 
in a swamp, oatmeal, broth 

and batter noodles. At evening 
the smell of wet goats came in the windows 

and we could see black raspberries 

hanging like bulletholes through the gray leaves. 

We would tell ghost stories to scare ourselves 

and make footprints with toes missing 
until our minds went flat and we thought of nothing 
but that big black bed that lay open 

up the narrow staircase in the attic. 

The father meantime emptied the warm milk 

onto his crumbled cornbread, added syrup 

and began to sing. It was his soft sounds 

we caught in our net of sleep just before 

the screen door slammed and someone yelled 
that the dogs had tore up a groundhog on the porch. 

The rains began heavy again next day around noon. 

But for a few hours then we had the sun and some of it 

fell in a cup by the window where a stiff dry flower 

stood like a Scotswoman just stepping from a brown dress. 

In the Woods, 1957 

I disappear 
on the way home from school 

into the woods of the neighborhood, 
where I have no friends 

except two cigarette butts and a coffee can. 

The sky is green, and no one knows I am missing. 

194 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 194

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 21, No. 3 (Fall, 1991), pp. 1-212
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Facing Pages [pp. 1-3]
	Waiting for Lesser Duckweed: On a Proposal of Issa's [pp. 4-7]
	Artists [pp. 7-10]
	A Forum on "The Book of J"
	Some Notes of A on "The Book of J" [pp. 11-18]
	The Bible in Bloom [pp. 19-32]
	Scholar, Heal Thyself; Or How Everybody Got to Be an Expert on the Bible [pp. 33-47]
	How Not to Read the Hebrew Bible [pp. 48-59]
	Text without Context: On Bloom's Misreading of J [pp. 60-65]
	Shakespeare's Sister [pp. 66-77]
	History, Originality, and Genesis [pp. 78-83]
	For I Will Consider Harold [pp. 84-86]

	In Memory [p. 87-87]
	Tenebrae [p. 88-88]
	Thirteen [p. 89-89]
	Crossing the Table [p. 90-90]
	Anniversary [p. 91-91]
	Sculpture Garden [p. 92-92]
	Water Music [pp. 93-94]
	Dog Years [pp. 94-95]
	Glnin [pp. 96-125]
	An Informal Occasion with Robert Hass [pp. 126-145]
	For the Nameless Girl in the Photograph [pp. 146-148]
	Elegy, 1822 [pp. 148-149]
	To the Body [p. 150-150]
	For Alex at the Gladman Memorial Hospital [pp. 151-153]
	Had Orpheus Not Looked Around [pp. 154-163]
	Girls at Confirmation [p. 164-164]
	In the Silkworm Pavillion, Hirohito 1937 [p. 165-165]
	What We Carry [p. 166-166]
	The Square Dance [p. 167-167]
	The Black Garden [pp. 168-169]
	The Day of Judgment [pp. 170-179]
	Gabriel [pp. 180-191]
	To Emily Dickinson in New Orleans [p. 192-192]
	Macular Degeneration [p. 193-193]
	Summer at the Croft [p. 194-194]
	In the Woods, 1957 [pp. 194-195]
	Waking [p. 195-195]
	Plague Man [p. 196-196]
	Menu of Head [p. 196-196]
	Taking Music Philosophically [pp. 197-205]
	Back Matter



