Vanity - Chrisula Stefanescu

Oh, my neck,

superb as a cathedral tower
beside which emerald lizards
once lay sleepy in the afternoon.

Oh, my breasts,

beside which the biblical metaphor
of two pomegranates

seems clumsy.

Oh, my hips,

on which your hands

were not able to remain quiet—
once, at least.

Oh, my knees,

molded by the hollow of your hands,
birds ready to take wing,

esoteric visions of stars.

Oh, my feet,

with their pink heels floating,
soft as tallow,

indifferent,

above our nights so alive!

translated by the author with Emily Chalmers

43

)
University of lowa 3@;’&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review RINGRE ®

www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 43

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 21, No. 2 (Spring - Summer, 1991), pp. 1-206
	Front Matter
	Maria Matusek [pp. 1-8]
	Reclaiming Language [pp. 9-14]
	The Resurrection of Olive [pp. 15-29]
	The New Imbongi: An Oral Poet in South Africa Today [pp. 30-31]
	From "The Wheel Is Turning: The Struggle Moves Forward" [pp. 32-38]
	Magic Spell of Rain [p. 39-39]
	Humility [p. 40-40]
	Links [p. 40-40]
	About the Country We Come From [p. 41-41]
	The Children's Crusade [p. 41-41]
	Everything [p. 42-42]
	Vanity [p. 43-43]
	Red Azalea on the Cliff [p. 44-44]
	Cigarette Butts [p. 45-45]
	A Figure Seen from Behind [p. 45-45]
	Summer [p. 46-46]
	Rereading Kant's "Critique of Judgment": 1790-1990
	Introduction [pp. 47-51]
	Kant's Aesthetic Idealism [pp. 52-59]
	Humeanizing Kant's Aesthetics [pp. 60-65]
	Are Disagreements about Taste Possible? A Discussion of Kant's Antinomy of Taste [pp. 66-71]
	The Nature of the Subject: "Judgment" and the Law of Specification in Kant's "Critique of Judgment" [pp. 72-77]
	Kant and English Nature Poetry [pp. 78-83]

	Warning Signals [pp. 84-88]
	Orphans [p. 89-89]
	What Every Traveler Knows [p. 90-90]
	August Depression, Winter Dreams [pp. 91-92]
	Of Miles Davis [pp. 92-93]
	The Second Death [p. 93-93]
	Ceremony [p. 94-94]
	Alert [p. 94-94]
	Healing [pp. 95-97]
	Willow, Split Willow [pp. 98-111]
	In Starkville [pp. 112-125]
	The Year with No Winter [pp. 126-135]
	The False Music [p. 136-136]
	Smiles [pp. 137-139]
	The Woman on Edgehill Road [pp. 139-140]
	A Paper Prayer [pp. 141-142]
	The Bright Waterfall of Angels [pp. 142-144]
	Fireworks [pp. 145-148]
	Negative Confession [pp. 149-150]
	Backyard [pp. 151-154]
	Against Narrative [pp. 155-160]
	A Sister's Story [pp. 161-184]
	Gomi Night [pp. 185-193]
	Review: Postscript [pp. 194-202]
	Back Matter



