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Three Poems - Stephen Dunn

THE FALSE Music

The false music, so sonorous,

behind the overly sweet impulse,

ah yes, Miguel, the invocation

of the exotic to smokescreen

the insignificant, I know it well,

I who have walked up the mountain

at dusk to experience the especial

ennui that comes when one thinks

of books instead of the life that fills
books, why even the insects

were mocking me in that silent way

they all have as they go about

their crucial work, which is one manifestation
of the real music, try to hear it,

a live thing attuned to how its body
impels it forward, leaving a trail

the rest of us cannot help but follow,

oh Miguel, when they told me

that the only authentic Flamenco dancers
existed in the caves of Granada

I went there, and I must tell you

they were magnificent, those dancers,
clicking and stomping in ways

that made me trust there’s a long

sinewy muscle between cunt and heel,
cock and sole, but when I left,

elated and thoroughly spent, one man,

a Spaniard, was saying to his friend,

not quite, a little derivative, you must go
to this cafe on the outskirts of El Rondo.

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to ©

[ (€
University of lowa % §”
The lowa Review NIKORY
WWw.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 136

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 21, No. 2 (Spring - Summer, 1991), pp. 1-206
	Front Matter
	Maria Matusek [pp. 1-8]
	Reclaiming Language [pp. 9-14]
	The Resurrection of Olive [pp. 15-29]
	The New Imbongi: An Oral Poet in South Africa Today [pp. 30-31]
	From "The Wheel Is Turning: The Struggle Moves Forward" [pp. 32-38]
	Magic Spell of Rain [p. 39-39]
	Humility [p. 40-40]
	Links [p. 40-40]
	About the Country We Come From [p. 41-41]
	The Children's Crusade [p. 41-41]
	Everything [p. 42-42]
	Vanity [p. 43-43]
	Red Azalea on the Cliff [p. 44-44]
	Cigarette Butts [p. 45-45]
	A Figure Seen from Behind [p. 45-45]
	Summer [p. 46-46]
	Rereading Kant's "Critique of Judgment": 1790-1990
	Introduction [pp. 47-51]
	Kant's Aesthetic Idealism [pp. 52-59]
	Humeanizing Kant's Aesthetics [pp. 60-65]
	Are Disagreements about Taste Possible? A Discussion of Kant's Antinomy of Taste [pp. 66-71]
	The Nature of the Subject: "Judgment" and the Law of Specification in Kant's "Critique of Judgment" [pp. 72-77]
	Kant and English Nature Poetry [pp. 78-83]

	Warning Signals [pp. 84-88]
	Orphans [p. 89-89]
	What Every Traveler Knows [p. 90-90]
	August Depression, Winter Dreams [pp. 91-92]
	Of Miles Davis [pp. 92-93]
	The Second Death [p. 93-93]
	Ceremony [p. 94-94]
	Alert [p. 94-94]
	Healing [pp. 95-97]
	Willow, Split Willow [pp. 98-111]
	In Starkville [pp. 112-125]
	The Year with No Winter [pp. 126-135]
	The False Music [p. 136-136]
	Smiles [pp. 137-139]
	The Woman on Edgehill Road [pp. 139-140]
	A Paper Prayer [pp. 141-142]
	The Bright Waterfall of Angels [pp. 142-144]
	Fireworks [pp. 145-148]
	Negative Confession [pp. 149-150]
	Backyard [pp. 151-154]
	Against Narrative [pp. 155-160]
	A Sister's Story [pp. 161-184]
	Gomi Night [pp. 185-193]
	Review: Postscript [pp. 194-202]
	Back Matter



