
to the family that receives me kindly 
I return a house filled with beauty 

it matters little I do not smell like a flower 

to that family I bring health peace and love 

nature made me a divine flower 

I exist to make homes beautiful at the advent of the Christ child 

when the Christmas holidays are over 

the manger is in the houses still 

From the Earth: Joys and Sorrows 

break forth into joy little field 
now that good weather has returned 

you were flooded so often 

it is a wonder you have not drowned 

I am sorrowful, distraught 
to see your corn in wilt 

I cry in despair in bitter sighs 
and say "why didn't I save my crumbs" 

I take it out on the saints, except for Canoscio 

and calm down when I am called by Berto di Moscio 

I am soothed then, peaceful again 
as he offers me a glass of wine "on the wing" 

and tells me "don't get mad, pray to God 

the sun is back, its warmth chases the hex away" 

Translated from the Italian by Stavros Deligiorgis 

25 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 25

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Winter, 1990), pp. 1-202
	Front Matter
	Facing Pages [pp. 1-4]
	Poetry's Old Air [pp. 5-21]
	I Call Them the Giants [pp. 22-23]
	Dearest Thrushes [pp. 23-24]
	The Flower of No Smell Is Speaking [pp. 24-25]
	From the Earth: Joys and Sorrows [p. 25-25]
	Driving across the High Mesa [p. 26-26]
	Prairie Village [pp. 27-32]
	On the Way to California [pp. 33-43]
	Peelings [pp. 44-45]
	Jackpot [p. 46-46]
	I-80 Lieder [p. 47-47]
	Birdbrain [pp. 48-49]
	Frozen Harvest [pp. 49-50]
	Learning to Dance [pp. 50-51]
	The Story of Our Lives [p. 51-51]
	The Reason for Poetry [pp. 51-52]
	Introduction to the Phenomena, circa 1959 [pp. 53-54]
	The Woman on the Road from Kamari [pp. 54-55]
	Initiation, 1965 [pp. 55-56]
	Homage to White Bread, circa 1956 [pp. 56-57]
	María Violín [pp. 58-70]
	Voice Lessons for the Writer [pp. 71-83]
	The Folks at Home [pp. 84-89]
	No Scripture, Two Hymns [pp. 90-91]
	Watauga Drawdown [pp. 92-97]
	Calling [pp. 97-99]
	Perdita's Sunday [p. 100-100]
	Perdita in the Back Room [pp. 100-101]
	Perdita in a Large World [p. 101-101]
	Perdita Considers Dessert [p. 102-102]
	Salt Flats [p. 103-103]
	The Coffee Cup [pp. 104-105]
	The Valley of Morning [pp. 105-106]
	Small County Bridges [pp. 107-116]
	Mola Mola [pp. 117-127]
	Saul and Patsy Are Pregnant [pp. 128-154]
	A Forum on "The Satanic Verses"
	Salman Rushdie's Satanic Narration [pp. 155-167]
	Rushdie's Wo/Manichean Novel [pp. 168-174]
	The Rushdie Confrontation: A Clash in Values [pp. 175-184]
	Rushdie's "The Satanic Verses" and Heretical Literature in Islam [pp. 185-198]

	Back Matter



