
tion of a few high cultures, independent, in a sense, of marriage?it is a 

cultural artifact . . ." Mechem's skill is in defining and describing one as 

pect of the love artifact, and this he does very individually, and with a 

great deal of charm. For this he will be secure in history. 

Sweet Witchcraft / James Mechem 

The sign said TOPLESS NUN: ENTER AT YR OWN RISK. He entered 
and the topless nun put him to work in the kitchen making candy. He was 

her slave. How had this state of affairs come about? He suspected witch 

craft?yes, witchcraft. 

The topless nun came into the room. "Where's that new batch of candy?" 
He gave it to her and she bit into a piece. "What a sweet tooth I have for 

this stuff." 

"We all have our hang-ups." 
"What's yours?" 

"Nipples." 
She boxed him upside the head. For the rest of his life he would not hear 

so good out of that ear. 

"Look at what it got you, your hang-up," she said. 

"You feed on people with my hang-up," he said. 

"I batten on them." 

"You're wicked," he said. 

The candy store was called THE TOPLESS NUN. She paid starvation 

wages. If he hadn't needed a job in the worst way he never would have 

taken it. She was a stupid slave driver. She was also a witch to have such a 

good figure. 
"What does that mean?Enter at Your Own Risk?" a customer asked her. 

"Let the buyer beware," she said. 

"Beware of what?" the customer asked. 

"Beware of my charms." 

The customer looked quickly at them. "Of course." 

A nun of the Order of The Sisters of The Most Precious Blood demanded, 

"Sister, have you got our marzipan ready?" 
She came back to the kitchen. "Do you have the marzipan ready?" 

"Marzipan? I don't know how to make marzipan! What is it? Almond 

paste? Coconut? Tell them to come back tomorrow." 

"Can you come back tomorrow, Sister?" 
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"Yes, Sister." 

"How are things at the nunnery?" 
"Mother Superior is just recovered from an attack of virulent boils." 
"And my dear friends in the scullery?" 

"Chapped hands and red knuckles. They miss you." 
"What of the backstairs gossip?" 
The sister looked at the customer. He cleared his throat and ordered a 

half pound of this and a half pound of that. "And some of those over there." 

"Will that be all?" 

He looked wistfully at her chest. He didn t know what he was doing. He 
was 

searching for a penny in his trousers pocket. 
When the customer was gone Sister Cecilia got down to business, while 

in the kitchen the new cook read the recipe for marzipan aloud. 

Two Women and One Man / Carol Berge 

The woman is sitting at the bar in a certain small city. No one in the city 
knows where she lives. She is wearing clothing that she has chosen for its 

ability to blend into whatever surroundings she might choose. Unobtrusive; 

simple, and in good taste. Although one could not later tell whether she 
wore one color or another. Her clothing was not particularly modem, and it 

seemed to be composed of neutral colors. There are certain colors which, 

having little color of their own, will adopt or reflect those colors around it. 

In this place, her clothing has overtones of the blue and green sign of the 

bar, whose light reaches even back to the golden and reddish aura of the 

bar. There are not many people at the bar, nor in the booths nearby. Never 

theless, her presence has been observed, and perhaps commented upon, by 
the few who are there. It is not that ordinary an occurrence, here, for such a 

woman to come in: alone. Usually, the women who come in alone are 

known to everyone, and their purpose is known. 

The woman has been in 

this bar once before, briefly. Long enough to have noticed the bartender. 

He is as dark as she; slender as well; she stares, as she did then, at the nape 
of his neck. One night a while ago she had fallen in love with the nape of 

his neck. A heart-shaped line, italianate, graceful, rhythmic. She is a woman 

who is devoted to grace, to details. And sensitive to the overall picture as 

well. And she has returned to this bar. To this particular man. The line of 

his shirt over his ribs. The turn of cheekbone, angle of thigh. 

109 


	Article Contents
	p. 108
	p. 109

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 8, No. 3 (Summer, 1977), pp. 1-134
	Front Matter
	Criticism
	A Writer's Destiny [pp. 1-12]
	The Reality of Borges [pp. 12-25]

	Poetry
	Weed [p. 26-26]
	Like Three Fayre Branches from One Root Deriv'd [pp. 26-27]
	The Feast [pp. 27-28]
	Winter Windows [pp. 28-29]
	Temperate Zone [pp. 29-30]
	Without Glasses [pp. 30-31]
	Landscape with a Woman [pp. 31-32]
	New House [pp. 32-33]
	The Song [pp. 33-34]
	Extremity [pp. 34-35]
	Afternoon [pp. 35-36]
	Planting [pp. 36-37]

	Criticism
	Anthony Burgess on "Apocalypse" [pp. 37-45]
	Love's Labor's Lost: Sex and Art in Two Novels by Anthony Burgess [pp. 46-52]

	Poetry
	Bean Money [pp. 52-53]
	Walnutry [pp. 53-54]
	Wallowing [p. 55-55]
	Snowlight [p. 56-56]
	The Flying Snake [pp. 56-58]
	Divining [p. 58-58]
	Making a Door [p. 59-59]
	It Is Still Winter Here [pp. 59-60]
	On Obregón [pp. 60-61]
	When Fire Meets Water [pp. 61-62]
	Peter Rabbit [p. 63-63]
	The Sound of a Silk Dress [p. 64-64]
	Zinnias [p. 65-65]

	Fiction
	James Mechem's Ladies: A Fiction Retrospective
	Introduction [pp. 66-68]
	I Must Think of a Way [pp. 68-72]
	The Sleep Story [pp. 73-77]
	Fanchon [pp. 77-79]
	Smooth as Silk [pp. 79-81]
	James Mechem Wrote Me a Letter [pp. 81-83]
	Ossa Eats Doilies, Some Say Antimacassars: A Rondez-Voos w James [pp. 83-92]
	In Le Bardo There Is a Head of Jupiter as Tall as a Woman [pp. 92-95]
	Some Big Broad [pp. 95-96]
	Zakiya Reconstructed [p. 96-96]
	"A Diary of Women": Dreadful Imposition [p. 97-97]
	"A Diary of Women": I Meet Anita Ekberg [pp. 98-100]
	"Women without Qualities": Chapter IV [pp. 100-102]
	"Della": From Chapter IX [pp. 103-105]
	James Mechem: The Gentylle & Parfait Knight [pp. 105-108]
	Sweet Witchcraft [pp. 108-109]
	Two Women and One Man [pp. 109-114]
	Secret Lover: Chapter One [pp. 114-115]
	Crossing the Caspian [pp. 115-116]
	Three Poems from "Slices" [p. 116-116]
	And Then Help Arrived from an Unexpected Source [pp. 117-118]
	Jonquils for Narcissus [pp. 118-123]
	The Most Erotic Man [p. 123-123]
	Umbrellas for Rainy Wear & Parasols for Fair [pp. 123-126]
	Four New Stories & a Last Word [p. 126-126]
	Not Surprisingly I Awoke in the Night [pp. 126-128]
	I Looked at Her as She Stooped [p. 129-129]
	Without Warning Her Whole Body [pp. 129-131]
	Not to Worry [pp. 131-132]


	Back Matter



