by crossing water, always steal
the fruit alive.

But a shoe has no strength
to pull out of the mud
and stays there in long lines of trees
while the fruit mounts up
and rains down.

Untitled/Sandra McPherson

Preoccupied as last year’s matted nests,
we are writing in our journals
morning of the 15th, trying
to keep the youngest quiet.
Flustered by tappings, gasps,
rattlings, snappings, chewings;
contemplation so denatured
it just documents:

“And the calves gallop with stiff rearends . . .

etc.
We are like nests,
we should be soft lodging.
Matted.
Empty.
Oh, it’s lead to look at tired people.
That’s why our smart pencils

keep moving.

62

)
University of lowa 3@;‘&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review NIKGIS ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 62

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 8, No. 4 (Fall, 1977), pp. 1-142
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Fiction
	Dreamtime U.S.A.: Confrontations with American Myth
	The Biography Man [pp. 1-9]
	Teddy and I Go Kong [pp. 9-18]
	Down on the Farm [pp. 19-22]
	The Killers [pp. 23-32]
	Phantom Silver [pp. 32-41]
	Free Agents [pp. 42-51]
	Lost Weeks [pp. 51-60]


	Poetry
	Untitled [pp. 61-62]
	Untitled [p. 62-62]
	The Time It Will Take [p. 63-63]
	Racing [pp. 63-64]
	The Drunk [pp. 64-65]
	Turning Back [p. 65-65]
	The Problems [p. 66-66]
	Split: 1962 [p. 67-67]
	Touched-by-the-Moon [pp. 67-68]
	Elevation [pp. 68-69]
	Person Smoking [pp. 69-70]
	Distant Faces [p. 70-70]

	Fiction
	Dead as They Come [pp. 71-82]

	Poetry
	All the Pretty Little Horses [p. 83-83]
	Chekhov Variation [pp. 83-84]
	Not Working [p. 85-85]
	Frogs [p. 86-86]
	Bee-Wolves [pp. 86-87]
	Divorce [pp. 87-88]
	Vivaldi in Early Fall [pp. 88-89]
	The Homecoming [pp. 90-92]
	Condensation [pp. 92-93]
	North Winter, Crocodile [pp. 93-94]

	Criticism
	Self and History in Delmore Schwartz's Poetry and Criticism [pp. 95-103]
	Geoffrey Hill [pp. 104-116]
	Larkin and His Audience [pp. 117-134]

	Back Matter



