
Bartram's Ixia / Robert Morgan 

To find in the deep 
swampglow 

a blue 

Ught near the ground 
between pools of stagnant 
ink, bright 
as a fly tied with lasers, 
a kind of antilight 
lost for nearly two centuries 

reveaUng itself a few 

inches out of mud. 

The color takes root 

in the retina and 

drains into recognition? 
as the ground will in 

a few days draw 

this special candlepower 
back down the stem. 

Canning Time / Robert Morgan 

The floor was muddy with the juice of peaches 
and my mother's thumb, bandaged for the s?dng, 

watersobbed. She and Aunt Wessie skinned 

bushels that day, fat Georgia Belles 

slit streaming into the pot. Their knives 

paid out Ump bands onto the heap 
of parings. It took care to pack the jars, 

reaching in to stack the halves 

firm without bruising, and lowering 
the heavy racks into the boiler already 

trembUng with steam, the stove maUgnant 
in heat. As Wessie wiped her face 

the kitchen sweated its sweet filth. 

In that hell they sealed the quickly browning 
flesh in capsules of honey, making crystals 

44 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 44

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 8, No. 1 (Winter, 1977), pp. 1-132
	Front Matter
	Fiction
	Metaphysical Tales [pp. 1-4]
	Homage to Poe, Kafka, Dinesen, and Borges
	The Melon-Eaters [pp. 4-18]
	Circle [pp. 18-19]
	Line [p. 19-19]

	Selections from the Assassin's Memoirs, or a Shard of the History of the World since World War II [pp. 19-25]
	Void [pp. 25-26]
	White Monkey Man [pp. 26-37]

	Poetry
	Peter [pp. 37-38]
	The Tree [p. 38-38]
	Reply to Lapo Gianni [p. 39-39]
	The Closet Dwarf [pp. 39-40]
	Daughter [pp. 40-41]
	Soreshin [pp. 41-43]
	Urn [p. 43-43]
	Bartram's Ixia [p. 44-44]
	Canning Time [pp. 44-45]
	Woodsburn [pp. 45-47]

	Fiction
	Escaping Christmas [pp. 47-55]

	Poetry
	Banquet [pp. 56-57]
	A Child [pp. 57-58]
	Shades [pp. 58-59]
	Entropy at Hartburn [pp. 59-60]
	The Holy Island of St. Aidan [p. 60-60]
	At Nightfall [p. 61-61]
	Shadowing [pp. 61-62]
	Painting [pp. 62-63]
	Barn Fires [p. 63-63]
	For Willa Cather [pp. 64-65]
	Magic [pp. 65-66]
	A Green Pass [pp. 66-67]

	Fields of Action / Criticism and Poetry
	"To Be Quiet in the Hands of the Marvelous": The Poetry of A. R. Ammons [pp. 67-85]
	When I Was Young the Silk [pp. 85-86]
	My Father, I Hollow for You [p. 86-86]
	Poet in Transition: Philip Larkin's "XX Poems" [pp. 87-104]
	Sylvia Plath and Confessional Poetry: A Reconsideration [pp. 104-115]
	The Problem of Language in "Miss Lonelyhearts" [pp. 116-128]

	Back Matter



