unfurled
and wind bloomed the parachute:

the air-head tugged me
up,
tore my roots loose and drove

high, so high

I want to touch down now
and taste the ground

I want to take in

my silk

and ask where I am

before it is too late to know

My Father, I Hollow for You

My father, I hollow for you
in the ditches
O my father, I say,
and when brook light, mirrored,
worms
against the stone ledges
I think it an unveiling
or coming loose, unsheathing
of flies
O apparition, I cry,
you have entered in
and how may you come
out again
your teeth will not
root
your eyes cannot
unwrinkle, your handbones
may not quiver and stir
O, my father, I cry,
are you returning:
I breathe and see:
it is not you yet it is you

86

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to ©

Gq
University of lowa @Jgﬁ

Jy:’q
The lowa Review RIKGN ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 86

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 8, No. 1 (Winter, 1977), pp. 1-132
	Front Matter
	Fiction
	Metaphysical Tales [pp. 1-4]
	Homage to Poe, Kafka, Dinesen, and Borges
	The Melon-Eaters [pp. 4-18]
	Circle [pp. 18-19]
	Line [p. 19-19]

	Selections from the Assassin's Memoirs, or a Shard of the History of the World since World War II [pp. 19-25]
	Void [pp. 25-26]
	White Monkey Man [pp. 26-37]

	Poetry
	Peter [pp. 37-38]
	The Tree [p. 38-38]
	Reply to Lapo Gianni [p. 39-39]
	The Closet Dwarf [pp. 39-40]
	Daughter [pp. 40-41]
	Soreshin [pp. 41-43]
	Urn [p. 43-43]
	Bartram's Ixia [p. 44-44]
	Canning Time [pp. 44-45]
	Woodsburn [pp. 45-47]

	Fiction
	Escaping Christmas [pp. 47-55]

	Poetry
	Banquet [pp. 56-57]
	A Child [pp. 57-58]
	Shades [pp. 58-59]
	Entropy at Hartburn [pp. 59-60]
	The Holy Island of St. Aidan [p. 60-60]
	At Nightfall [p. 61-61]
	Shadowing [pp. 61-62]
	Painting [pp. 62-63]
	Barn Fires [p. 63-63]
	For Willa Cather [pp. 64-65]
	Magic [pp. 65-66]
	A Green Pass [pp. 66-67]

	Fields of Action / Criticism and Poetry
	"To Be Quiet in the Hands of the Marvelous": The Poetry of A. R. Ammons [pp. 67-85]
	When I Was Young the Silk [pp. 85-86]
	My Father, I Hollow for You [p. 86-86]
	Poet in Transition: Philip Larkin's "XX Poems" [pp. 87-104]
	Sylvia Plath and Confessional Poetry: A Reconsideration [pp. 104-115]
	The Problem of Language in "Miss Lonelyhearts" [pp. 116-128]

	Back Matter



