
Centerfold Reflected in a Jet Window / 
Sandra McPherson 

There is someone naked flying alongside the airplane. 
The man in the seat in front of me is trying to hold her. 

But she reflects, she is below zero, would freeze the skin 

off his tongue. 

Beside me also someone is flying. 
And I don't say, "Put on your sweater." 

And I don't say, "Come back in this minute," 

though she is my daughter. 

And there is an old woman riding inside the earth. 

Metal shoulders wear her dresses. 

She believed she would be an old woman flying alongside heaven 

because she loved, because she had always loved. 

Barn Fire / Thomas Lux 

It starts, somehow, in the hot damp 
and soon the lit bales 

throb in the hayloft. The tails 

of mice quake in the dust, 
the bins of grain, the mangers stuffed 

with clover, the barrels of oats 

shivering individually in their pale 

husks?animate and inanimate: they know 

with the first whiff in the dark. 

And we knew, or should have: that day 
the calendar refused its nail 

on the wall and the crabapples hurling 
themselves to the ground.. 

. 
Only moments 

and the flames like a blue fist curl 

64 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 64

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 8, No. 2 (Spring, 1977), pp. 1-110
	Front Matter
	Fiction
	The Mind Doctor [pp. 1-9]

	Poetry
	Talk to Me, Baby [pp. 9-13]
	S. Eliason 66: Double Portrait of Emily Dickinson and the Rev. Charles Wadsworth [pp. 13-14]
	The Day the Air Was on Fire [p. 14-14]
	Traverse [pp. 15-17]
	"Clarissima Lumina Mundi": Visiting New York [pp. 17-18]
	Let's Say You Are This Page [p. 18-18]
	The Kit [p. 19-19]

	Fiction
	Two Segments from "Douesta's Dreams" [pp. 20-28]
	The Box-Maker's Wife [pp. 29-36]

	Poetry
	Baptism of Fire [pp. 37-38]
	Tying Bean Strings [p. 39-39]
	Take Yourself Back [pp. 39-40]
	Circolo Della Caccia [pp. 40-41]
	With Ripley at the Grave of Albert Parenteau [pp. 41-42]
	Getty [pp. 42-43]
	Alma [pp. 43-44]
	Day of Rest [p. 44-44]

	Fiction
	The Dream of Childhood [pp. 45-59]
	For Nineteen Sixty-Eight [pp. 59-63]

	Poetry
	Continuing [p. 63-63]
	Centerfold Reflected in a Jet Window [p. 64-64]
	Barn Fire [pp. 64-65]
	Three Admissions [p. 65-65]
	The Language of Starvation [p. 66-66]
	Binge [pp. 66-67]
	Two by Two [p. 67-67]
	Wintering the Animals [p. 68-68]
	The Biplane [pp. 68-69]
	Sitting in the VD Clinic [pp. 69-71]

	Criticism
	Peter Schumann's Bread and Puppet Theater [pp. 71-82]
	Allen Ginsberg: The Origins of "Howl" and "Kaddish" [pp. 82-108]

	Back Matter



