all around the black. There is some

small bleating from the calves and the cows’
nostrils flare only once

more, or twice, above the dead dry

metal troughs. No more fat tongues worrying
the salt licks, no more heady smells
of deep green from the silos rising now

like huge twin chimneys above all this.
With the lofts full there is no stopping
nor even getting close: it will rage

until dawn and beyond,—and the horses,
because they think they are safe there,
run back into the barn

which is burning. . ..

Three Admissions /
Howard L.. McCord

Everything the fox knows
is kept in a stone at Axum.
Small, but hard to move.

The horse comes at night
to peer in my window,
his eyes white and quiet
as empty coffee cups

on a kitchen table.

He watches till just
before sunrise,

then walks away.

I drink in the afternoon,
and learn strange words.

A bar—without drunks—

is the only corporate body
I do not find contemptible.

65

)
University of lowa 3@;‘&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review NIKGIS ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 65

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 8, No. 2 (Spring, 1977), pp. 1-110
	Front Matter
	Fiction
	The Mind Doctor [pp. 1-9]

	Poetry
	Talk to Me, Baby [pp. 9-13]
	S. Eliason 66: Double Portrait of Emily Dickinson and the Rev. Charles Wadsworth [pp. 13-14]
	The Day the Air Was on Fire [p. 14-14]
	Traverse [pp. 15-17]
	"Clarissima Lumina Mundi": Visiting New York [pp. 17-18]
	Let's Say You Are This Page [p. 18-18]
	The Kit [p. 19-19]

	Fiction
	Two Segments from "Douesta's Dreams" [pp. 20-28]
	The Box-Maker's Wife [pp. 29-36]

	Poetry
	Baptism of Fire [pp. 37-38]
	Tying Bean Strings [p. 39-39]
	Take Yourself Back [pp. 39-40]
	Circolo Della Caccia [pp. 40-41]
	With Ripley at the Grave of Albert Parenteau [pp. 41-42]
	Getty [pp. 42-43]
	Alma [pp. 43-44]
	Day of Rest [p. 44-44]

	Fiction
	The Dream of Childhood [pp. 45-59]
	For Nineteen Sixty-Eight [pp. 59-63]

	Poetry
	Continuing [p. 63-63]
	Centerfold Reflected in a Jet Window [p. 64-64]
	Barn Fire [pp. 64-65]
	Three Admissions [p. 65-65]
	The Language of Starvation [p. 66-66]
	Binge [pp. 66-67]
	Two by Two [p. 67-67]
	Wintering the Animals [p. 68-68]
	The Biplane [pp. 68-69]
	Sitting in the VD Clinic [pp. 69-71]

	Criticism
	Peter Schumann's Bread and Puppet Theater [pp. 71-82]
	Allen Ginsberg: The Origins of "Howl" and "Kaddish" [pp. 82-108]

	Back Matter



