
Corn in conflagration! 
The great retreats of the Civil War! 

Marriage in conflagration! 

Years?An empty 
canvas. 

She scrawls across radiant space 

E ... I... SON! I made this, the date, 
name within name. 

The Day the Air Was on Fire / Reg Saner 

All afternoon neither of us said 

"This air's on fire," though both felt it 

and felt in sunlight like that, death 

was impossible, 
or if possible, overrated, 

even trivial. The sky kept showing off 

in all colors, each of them blue 

and we trekked that enormous plateau 
whose tundra darkened or flared in one broad 

autumnal crackle of burnt orange, then gold, 

drifting under islands of cumulus 

as if somebody'd laid out the pelt 
from a sunset. Towards the nearest of two 

schist cairns studding the highest stretches 

we knelt and touched late gentian corollas, 
still half bud. "How long till first snow?" 

Days, not weeks. But with outcrops insisting 
the last word should be stone, then flaking 
and falling away from that, we noticed 

how each tuft put them to use 

improvising soil from palmfuls of grit, 

saying "If not this season, the next? 

perhaps the one after," and coming on 

very small, coming on uphill, 

against everything. 

14 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 14

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 8, No. 2 (Spring, 1977), pp. 1-110
	Front Matter
	Fiction
	The Mind Doctor [pp. 1-9]

	Poetry
	Talk to Me, Baby [pp. 9-13]
	S. Eliason 66: Double Portrait of Emily Dickinson and the Rev. Charles Wadsworth [pp. 13-14]
	The Day the Air Was on Fire [p. 14-14]
	Traverse [pp. 15-17]
	"Clarissima Lumina Mundi": Visiting New York [pp. 17-18]
	Let's Say You Are This Page [p. 18-18]
	The Kit [p. 19-19]

	Fiction
	Two Segments from "Douesta's Dreams" [pp. 20-28]
	The Box-Maker's Wife [pp. 29-36]

	Poetry
	Baptism of Fire [pp. 37-38]
	Tying Bean Strings [p. 39-39]
	Take Yourself Back [pp. 39-40]
	Circolo Della Caccia [pp. 40-41]
	With Ripley at the Grave of Albert Parenteau [pp. 41-42]
	Getty [pp. 42-43]
	Alma [pp. 43-44]
	Day of Rest [p. 44-44]

	Fiction
	The Dream of Childhood [pp. 45-59]
	For Nineteen Sixty-Eight [pp. 59-63]

	Poetry
	Continuing [p. 63-63]
	Centerfold Reflected in a Jet Window [p. 64-64]
	Barn Fire [pp. 64-65]
	Three Admissions [p. 65-65]
	The Language of Starvation [p. 66-66]
	Binge [pp. 66-67]
	Two by Two [p. 67-67]
	Wintering the Animals [p. 68-68]
	The Biplane [pp. 68-69]
	Sitting in the VD Clinic [pp. 69-71]

	Criticism
	Peter Schumann's Bread and Puppet Theater [pp. 71-82]
	Allen Ginsberg: The Origins of "Howl" and "Kaddish" [pp. 82-108]

	Back Matter



