
3 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review

www.jstor.org

®



the iowa review 

David Hamilton, Editor 

Lynne Nugent, Managing Editor 

Tara Atkinson, Alan Felsenthal, Jenna Hammerich, 

Jeanne Shoemaker, Assistant Editors 

Amber Withycombe, Designer 

Dimitri Basilakos, Amy Bernhard, Sarah Boyer, Janis Bultman, 

Marjorie Celona, Matthew Clark, April Cypher, Gary Daugherty, 
Alex Dezen, Bern Esposito, Zach Falcon, Lauren Barrier Gould, 
Lauren Harrison, Megan Knight, Ryan Lenz, Margot Lurie, 
Kecia Lynn, Margaret Maclnnis, Emily Maloney, Rebecca McCray, 
Maggie McKnight, Craig Moreau, Jonathan Railey, Margaret Reges, 
Richard Rodriguez, Laura Schell, Amy Lee Scott, Annie Sloniker, 

Bridget Talone, Haley Thompson, Kate Thorpe, Joseph M. 

Tiefenthaler, Joyce Turner, Ryan Van Meter, Vauhini Vara, 
Sarah Viren, Andrew M. Wells, Jessica Wilson, Christian Yetter, 
Tal Zamir, Editorial Assistants 

Ethan Canin, Loren Glass, Christopher Merrill, Adalaide Morris, 
Horace Porter, Cole Swensen, Advisory Board 

Jo Ann Beard, Michael Cunningham, Bob Hicok, Brenda Hillman, 

Yiyun Li, Phillip Lopate, Heather McHugh, Abigail Thomas, 
Contributing Editors 

on our cover: Ani843mapbyJosephNicolastitled"Hydrographical 
Basin of the Upper Mississippi River." This historical map is part of 
the David Rumsey Historical Map Collection, www.davidrumsey. 
com, a large online collection of antique, rare, old, and historical 

maps, atlases, globes, charts, and other cartographic items. 



The Iowa Review is a literary magazine published three times annually 

by the Department of English and the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences at The University of Iowa. 

The Iowa Review is indexed in Annual Bibliography of English Language 
and Literature, Humanities International Complete, Index of American 

Periodical Verse, and MLA International Bibliography. 

Send submissions to 308 epb, The University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
Iowa 52242-1408. Subscriptions are $25 for one year, $45 for two 

years, and $60 for three years. Call our order department at (888) 

400-4961 to charge your subscription to visa or MasterCard, or 

send a check to P.O. Box 0567, Selmer, TN 38375. 

Unsolicited manuscripts are welcome during the fall semester? 

September, October, and November. Unsolicited work that arrives 

at any other time will be returned unread. Work without an sase 

will" be discarded. We do not consider e-mail submissions. Entries 

for The Iowa Review Award should arrive during January. Please look 

for our annual announcements. 

Visit our web site for full guidelines: iowareview.org 

The Iowa Review is set in Iowan Old Style, a typeface designed by 

John Downer and published by Bitstream Inc. 

Subscriber services provided by ncs Fulfillment, Inc. 

The M 
University 

of Iowa 

COLLEGE OF 
Liberal Arts 

& Sciences 

ISSN 2 -065 

Copyright ? 2009, The University of Iowa. 

Rights as outlined in our acceptance letter 

revert to the author on publication. 



VOLUME THIRTY-NINE NUMBER THREE, WINTER 2OO9/1O 

Human Rights Index 

2009 Iowa Review Awards Contest Winners 

Tricia Springstubb 
Anne Marie Rooney 

Karen Hays 
Mathias Svalina 

Jennifer Militello 

2 
17 
18 
20 
21 
47 
58 

60 

61 

Priscilla Sneff 63 

In the Dark 

What my heart is turning 
Where my heart is going 

Elegy in which I am not whisked away 
Dear Martlet 

War Games: Instructions 

A Dictionary of Wooing and Deception 
in the Voice of the Sociopath 

A Dictionary of What Can Be Learned 

in the Voice of the Sociopath's Lover 

A Dictionary of the Symphony in the 
Voice of Ludwig van Beethoven 

The Purification of Ben Matthews 

Sharma Shields 

Laura Kasischke 

Marianne Boruch 

83 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

Heather Treseler 100 

124 

125 

The McGugle Account 

Song 
The call of the one duck flying south 
One may read it walking: lauds and 

matins 

I don't like this coolness, she said 

The computer screen, day or night 
Is this a mantra? mantra of 
A shadow looms. And the bird feigns a 

broken wing 

Office Hours: A Memoir and an 

Interview with Michael S. Harper 
Thoracic Ode 

Ribosomal Yoga 



Michael S. Harper 126 

130 

Robert Rehder 132 

133 

Jean Esteve 134 

135 

George Eklund 136 

137 

Stacy Kidd 138 

Kodi Scheer 139 
Anna Lowe 150 
Adam Day 151 

152 
David Wagoner 153 

Alyson Foster 154 

Douglas Woody 
Woodsum 179 

James Capozzi 180 

B.A. Wingate 182 

Scott Zieher 183 

184 

Suryabala 185 

Loren Glass 189 
David Hamilton 195 

202 

206 

207 

Pull-ups at PS 25 

N?gritude: a Poem Written When 

Everything Else Fails to Translate 

Voyage 
K.17 

I By the Riverside 
Free of Hounds 

In a Dream of the Locust 

Over the Puddles of East Berlin 

This is one of the nine wide worlds, 
and the creatures that inhabit it lull 

Gross Anatomy 
Onset of Winter 

Badger Eats 

Badger Behaving Badly 
By the Empty Stone 
The Theory of Clouds 

Fourteener 322 (Thank You, Dear Lord, 

for This Long, Cold, Dark Time of 
Inwardness) 

Talking Frotteur Blues 

Tomorrow pretends not to understand 

how today happened 

Wintry Lodge on a White Mountain 

From the Bureau of Threats and 

Opportunities 
The Tradition of Prizes in Hindi 

Literature 

Conversations with Celebrity Authors 

At the Fair III 

Notes on Contributors 

Honor Roll 

Index to Volume 39 



2009 IOWA REVIEW AWARDS CONTEST WINNERS 

This issue features the winners of our annual Iowa Review 
Awards in Poetry, Fiction, and Nonfiction: 

fiction 

Tricia Springstubb, "In the Dark" 

Judge: Ann Patchett 

poetry 

Anne Marie Rooney, "What my heart is turning," "Where my heart 

is going," "Elegy in which I am not whisked away" 

Judge: Li-Young Lee 

nonfiction 

Karen Hays, "Dear Martlet" 

Judge: John D'Agata 

Congratulations as well to our runners-up, whose work appears after that 

of the winners: 

nonfiction: Mathias Svalina 

poetry: Jennifer Militello 
fiction: Priscilla Sneff 

Our thanks to everyone who entered. 

We also announce Sharma Shields as our Tim McGinnis Award win 
ner of 2009 for the most unusually pleasing and unexpected work of 

the year ("The McGugle Account"). The award is of $1000. 
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