ROBERT REHDER

Voyage

The travel poem: can we believe in something
So unstable—

Is there anything else?
How can you write about what you don’t know?

New places are the first things re-experienced.
Museums give me the desire to paint

Which is why I don’t watch sports on television—
And I get lost in the colors.

We are too busy living to take in our surroundings.
By this rule, I should only write about Iowa City.

Maybe I am.
It has changed so much the familiarity is strange.

When you travel you can’t tell
Whether you’ve changed or not.

There are no rules.
What do you do when home is foreign?

I don’t want things to be different,
Only my life.

You never see the doorknob.
There must be more to life than shopping.

132

University of lowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The lowa Review

www.jstor.org



	Article Contents
	p. 132

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 39, No. 3 (Winter 2009/10), pp. i-vi, 1-212
	Front Matter
	HUMAN RIGHTS INDEX [pp. v-vi]
	In the Dark [pp. 2-16]
	What my heart is turning [pp. 17-17]
	Where my heart is going [pp. 18-19]
	Elegy in which I am not whisked away [pp. 20-20]
	Dear Martlet [pp. 21-46]
	War Games: Instructions [pp. 47-57]
	A Dictionary of Wooing and Deception in the Voice of the Sociopath [pp. 58-59]
	A Dictionary of What Can Be Learned in the Voice of the Sociopath's Lover [pp. 60-60]
	A Dictionary of the Symphony in the Voice of Ludwig van Beethoven [pp. 61-62]
	The Purification of Ben Matthews [pp. 63-82]
	The McGugle Account [pp. 83-92]
	Song [pp. 93-93]
	The call of the one duck flying south [pp. 94-94]
	One may read it walking: lauds and matins [pp. 95-95]
	I don't like this coolness, she said [pp. 96-96]
	The computer screen, day or night [pp. 97-97]
	Is this a mantra? mantra of [pp. 98-98]
	A shadow looms. And the bird feigns a broken wing [pp. 99-99]
	Office Hours: A Memoir and an Interview with Michael S. Harper [pp. 100-123]
	Thoracic Ode [pp. 124-124]
	Ribosomal Yoga [pp. 125-125]
	Pull-ups at PS 25 [pp. 126-129]
	Negritude: a Poem Written When Everything Else Fails to Translate [pp. 130-131]
	Voyage [pp. 132-132]
	K. 17 [pp. 133-133]
	I By the Riverside [pp. 134-134]
	Free of Hounds [pp. 135-135]
	In a Dream of the Locust [pp. 136-136]
	Over the Puddles of East Berlin [pp. 137-137]
	This is one of the nine wide worlds, and the creatures that inhabit it lull [pp. 138-138]
	Gross Anatomy [pp. 139-149]
	Onset of Winter [pp. 150-150]
	Badger Eats [pp. 151-151]
	Badger Behaving Badly [pp. 152-152]
	By the Empty Stone [pp. 153-153]
	The Theory of Clouds [pp. 154-178]
	Fourteener 322 (Thank You, Dear Lord, for This Long, Cold, Dark Time of Inwardness) [pp. 179-179]
	Talking Frotteur Blues [pp. 180-181]
	Tomorrow pretends not to understand how today happened [pp. 182-182]
	Wintry Lodge on a White Mountain [pp. 183-183]
	From the Bureau of Threats and Opportunities [pp. 184-184]
	The Tradition of Prizes in Hindi Literature [pp. 185-188]
	Conversations with Celebrity Authors [pp. 189-194]
	At the Fair III [pp. 195-201]
	Back Matter



