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Two Drafts Written After a Fight
I
Do I love you: yes or no?

The question: Is love a figure of speech?

I do—sometimes. Everyone wonders about our love; still,
there can be no doubt I have been true (almost always).

Happily remembering the start of our romance; it seemed
so promising . . .

And is love continual happiness or not?
Is not what matters?

I cannot tell you who I want to spend my life with.
Enough about our love.

II.

Do I love you? Yes or no—the question is, love,

a figure of speech. I do.

(Sometimes everyone wonders.)
About our love, still, there can be no doubt.

I have been true, almost always happily
remembering the start of our romance;

it seemed so promising, and is. Love,
continual happiness or not is not what matters.

I cannot tell you, who I want to spend my life with,
enough about our love.

University of lowa

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The lowa Review

www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 68

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 39, No. 1 (Spring 2009), pp. i-vi, 1-202
	Front Matter
	HUMAN RIGHTS INDEX [pp. v-vi]
	Nonetheless [pp. 1-6]
	This Happened [pp. 7-7]
	Caviar [pp. 8-8]
	School Boys on White [pp. 9-9]
	Less Than a Whisper Poem [pp. 10-11]
	Edging Dusk, Ars Poetica [pp. 12-13]
	Beach Bunnies [pp. 14-35]
	The Book of Failed Descriptions [pp. 36-40]
	Pocket Picking Tips from the Amsterdam Bus Station [pp. 41-41]
	Vets [pp. 42-42]
	Ghost [pp. 43-43]
	Star Pawn [pp. 44-44]
	Of Singing [pp. 45-52]
	Cats as Tuna [pp. 53-55]
	Dynamics [pp. 56-56]
	"What becomes," the song asks [pp. 57-57]
	After the Broken Shoulder [pp. 58-58]
	The Blank [pp. 59-62]
	For the Undeserving [pp. 63-63]
	What Survives a Hurricane is an Heirloom [pp. 64-64]
	My Daughter in the Fruits and Vegetables [pp. 65-65]
	Present Perfect [pp. 66-67]
	Two Drafts Written After a Fight [pp. 68-68]
	Shelter [pp. 69-80]
	Severance [pp. 81-82]
	Yesterday and Tomorrow [pp. 83-83]
	At 18 [pp. 84-84]
	Lawrencian [pp. 85-85]
	On No [pp. 86-86]
	A Slender Thread [pp. 87-87]
	Moving Horizontal [pp. 88-95]
	Whooping [pp. 96-96]
	Contraband—A Novlet [pp. 97-97]
	For Ebele [pp. 98-98]
	For Simon P─. [pp. 99-99]
	from Alphabets of Desire &Sorrow: A Book of Imaginary Colophons [pp. 100-103]
	The Dead [pp. 104-115]
	An Account [pp. 116-116]
	Of Doves and Madness [pp. 117-117]
	Suspended Somewhere in Ether like an Absalom by His Hair [pp. 118-118]
	Arrow Rock [pp. 119-119]
	The Amazon [pp. 120-120]
	from Museum of Eterna's Novel [pp. 121-126]
	Maig [pp. 127-132]
	The Objects of Affection [pp. 133-133]
	Invisible Handshake [pp. 134-134]
	Dove Shadow, Nitrate Star [pp. 135-136]
	Poems [pp. 137-137]
	春日雜書十首 / from Ten miscellaneous spring day poems [pp. 138-139]
	看花 / Looking at flowers [pp. 140-140]
	辰宵 / Endless night [pp. 141-141]
	拊影漫成 / Inspired by scenery [pp. 142-142]
	狷坐 / Sitting alone [pp. 143-143]
	闼壤二首 / Melancholy: two poems [pp. 144-144]
	Nahariya [pp. 145-149]
	Autobiography as Criticism, Criticism as Autobiography [pp. 150-152]
	Gossip [pp. 153-156]
	Yellow Rose [pp. 157-159]
	Vespers, Trento [pp. 160-160]
	Psalm of the Dead [pp. 161-161]
	The man who has come to love rivers [pp. 162-162]
	At the zoo, parc Tête d'Or, Lyon [pp. 163-163]
	Saunter: A Conversation with Henry David Thoreau [pp. 164-171]
	My Depressed Person (A Monologue) [pp. 172-177]
	My Father, A Priest, Pruning [pp. 178-179]
	Tuna [pp. 180-180]
	To Andrew: At Four Weeks [pp. 181-181]
	To Andrew: At Seventeen Months [pp. 182-182]
	Rocky [pp. 183-183]
	Owen's Shark [pp. 184-185]
	Can't Myth Be Left Behind? [pp. 186-189]
	At the Fair II [pp. 190-195]
	Back Matter



