MARK LEIDNER

Gossip

These are just these random thoughts,
incoherently arranged, or rather,
arranged in chronological order

of when I thought of them

while watching a movie (The Age

of Innocence, it’s a Scorsese

picture) with a relatively mundane
refrain—like gossip.

I don’t even know you

very well; you are already my memory.
You are the capitol building

somehow. You are the air

above the cold capitol steps.

You are strong as gossip.

You remind me of that time

I was a painter in Paris

the day before the Great Depression.
I'm sorry, I want to say your tits

in this poem. Your public hello

lilts like the sound of someone squeezing
a rubber songbird. It makes me
wince, and feel sick and thin,

but your look is thick like water

and you pour it out across the room
to me, every time we part

as I am leaving

and I feel strong again, like gossip.

In public your eyes shine

and your face seems smaller and smaller
but when we are together it fills

out, and darkens like a lamp
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and your eyes are fruits.

I like looking at famous art.

I cannot imagine having a closet full
of worthless junk and not

spending an eternity

throwing it at you

as you fail to dodge it

and fall over laughing

like gossip.

Yesterday I wept because I forgot
to get us tickets to the opera
because what tickets?

What opera?

Poem as a paean
to Victorian mores.

One day I will write a beautiful poem
that will go: I am a pale

beautiful woman

transmuting slowly into

a tarantula

on the surface of a still, white lake

as a dark, fibrous smile

spreads across my lips

like gossip.

Gossip is the sound air makes

as it escapes a room

as that room’s only door

closes, or opens,

or is completely still.

It is the thinnest, and thickest

thing in the room.

It is the only exhibit in the museum,



really, if anyone was honest.

But honesty is a gold-colored farce,

at best. Gossip moves around and through
its branches like fall air,

or spring soil, still all around its roots.

This tree is in that museum

and so are you, a leopard climbing in it.
The museum, if it weren’t a museum,
would be a zoo. I would be a zebra,

but the zoo is not a zoo

because it is a museum, where I am
just a recovering junkie, barely awake
working the night shift, waving a flashlight’s
beam haphazardly across your shape,

in the branches, illuminating the spots
of your coat, the fangs

and eyes of your face, like gossip.

Listen, I don’t even know you.

I don’t even like you! O,

the annoying lilt of your public hello!

Just smile at me like that, though.

Listen, how close does every poem come

to containing cows, without?

This poem could have contained them.

We want to pretend things couldn’t have been
any other way, when they could've, easily,
been any other way, and we know it?
Fireflies, feces, snow; poems are worthless,
the world is too rich. How about a gangbang?
How about sharks? Armbands? Dice?
Shovels leaning up against trellises?

Through the ivy on the earth

trying to climb them

crawl mice? Four of them, gray, in a line,
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eyes downward, or staring straight ahead—
no one can tell from this angle—(like gossip)

except your poems. They are perfect,
and precise. Because I love you
though. For no better reason.

O, talent! Forgive me,

the grand finale is going to be

a final, grand simile:

Talent is to honesty what love

is to gossip, if we are poetry.

Or is it, talent is to honesty in poetry

what gossip in poetry is to love in life?

I don’t even care. Okay, really,

this is going to be over soon. I want a million dollars,
and you, but I would take either.

But I would rather have you,

and if gossip moves through love

like money through time, I basically do.

I am leaving, but like the leopard on the branch,
and a daunting number of other things,

you are looking at me again,

and so the poem will continue, like gossip.



	Article Contents
	p. 153
	p. 154
	p. 155
	p. 156

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 39, No. 1 (Spring 2009), pp. i-vi, 1-202
	Front Matter
	HUMAN RIGHTS INDEX [pp. v-vi]
	Nonetheless [pp. 1-6]
	This Happened [pp. 7-7]
	Caviar [pp. 8-8]
	School Boys on White [pp. 9-9]
	Less Than a Whisper Poem [pp. 10-11]
	Edging Dusk, Ars Poetica [pp. 12-13]
	Beach Bunnies [pp. 14-35]
	The Book of Failed Descriptions [pp. 36-40]
	Pocket Picking Tips from the Amsterdam Bus Station [pp. 41-41]
	Vets [pp. 42-42]
	Ghost [pp. 43-43]
	Star Pawn [pp. 44-44]
	Of Singing [pp. 45-52]
	Cats as Tuna [pp. 53-55]
	Dynamics [pp. 56-56]
	"What becomes," the song asks [pp. 57-57]
	After the Broken Shoulder [pp. 58-58]
	The Blank [pp. 59-62]
	For the Undeserving [pp. 63-63]
	What Survives a Hurricane is an Heirloom [pp. 64-64]
	My Daughter in the Fruits and Vegetables [pp. 65-65]
	Present Perfect [pp. 66-67]
	Two Drafts Written After a Fight [pp. 68-68]
	Shelter [pp. 69-80]
	Severance [pp. 81-82]
	Yesterday and Tomorrow [pp. 83-83]
	At 18 [pp. 84-84]
	Lawrencian [pp. 85-85]
	On No [pp. 86-86]
	A Slender Thread [pp. 87-87]
	Moving Horizontal [pp. 88-95]
	Whooping [pp. 96-96]
	Contraband—A Novlet [pp. 97-97]
	For Ebele [pp. 98-98]
	For Simon P─. [pp. 99-99]
	from Alphabets of Desire &Sorrow: A Book of Imaginary Colophons [pp. 100-103]
	The Dead [pp. 104-115]
	An Account [pp. 116-116]
	Of Doves and Madness [pp. 117-117]
	Suspended Somewhere in Ether like an Absalom by His Hair [pp. 118-118]
	Arrow Rock [pp. 119-119]
	The Amazon [pp. 120-120]
	from Museum of Eterna's Novel [pp. 121-126]
	Maig [pp. 127-132]
	The Objects of Affection [pp. 133-133]
	Invisible Handshake [pp. 134-134]
	Dove Shadow, Nitrate Star [pp. 135-136]
	Poems [pp. 137-137]
	春日雜書十首 / from Ten miscellaneous spring day poems [pp. 138-139]
	看花 / Looking at flowers [pp. 140-140]
	辰宵 / Endless night [pp. 141-141]
	拊影漫成 / Inspired by scenery [pp. 142-142]
	狷坐 / Sitting alone [pp. 143-143]
	闼壤二首 / Melancholy: two poems [pp. 144-144]
	Nahariya [pp. 145-149]
	Autobiography as Criticism, Criticism as Autobiography [pp. 150-152]
	Gossip [pp. 153-156]
	Yellow Rose [pp. 157-159]
	Vespers, Trento [pp. 160-160]
	Psalm of the Dead [pp. 161-161]
	The man who has come to love rivers [pp. 162-162]
	At the zoo, parc Tête d'Or, Lyon [pp. 163-163]
	Saunter: A Conversation with Henry David Thoreau [pp. 164-171]
	My Depressed Person (A Monologue) [pp. 172-177]
	My Father, A Priest, Pruning [pp. 178-179]
	Tuna [pp. 180-180]
	To Andrew: At Four Weeks [pp. 181-181]
	To Andrew: At Seventeen Months [pp. 182-182]
	Rocky [pp. 183-183]
	Owen's Shark [pp. 184-185]
	Can't Myth Be Left Behind? [pp. 186-189]
	At the Fair II [pp. 190-195]
	Back Matter



