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Spoon and Tree 

What gladdens her is the spoon, 
with its tiny saucer of remnants, 
its slender shaft, scrubbed last? 

and now the kitchen's clean. 

Clean are the knives and forks 

all akimbo in their drying cage 
at the window. The spoon 
leans alone toward light, 
a backyard limb reflected 

in its sunken belly, so a 

liquid darkness tongues 
its curves and bends 

along its slender neck, 

making the one tidying up blush 

at this bed she's come upon? 
refractive, gleaming, the old 

dream of coupling 
here portioned out 

in such a strange 

supper. 

When the light is gone, 
the immaculate house hushed, 
she puts down her book 

and returns, barefooted, 

waking the wood planks 
to the kitchen. The cupboard, 
too, sighs, its ascending note 

sliding wind-clean. And even 

before shaking whole grains 
into her midnight bowl, 
she has reached out, 
across the ticking, low-watt 
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world, her warm mouth 

clamping itself wetly 
around the cooled, 
hard truth 

of the spoon. 

17 


	Article Contents
	p. 16
	p. 17

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 37, No. 1 (Spring, 2007) pp. I-VI, 1-184
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. V-VI]
	Tales from a Family Album: The Justices [pp. 1-12]
	Whoever like You and All Doves [pp. 13-15]
	Spoon and Tree [pp. 16-17]
	Murmur [pp. 18-18]
	I [pp. 19-20]
	Child and Woman [pp. 21-21]
	Distances at Sea [pp. 22-23]
	Photograph 3014: Execution of an Unknown Boy [pp. 24-25]
	Pages from the Textbook of Alternate History: Columbus Discovers Asia [pp. 26-30]
	September, 1981 [pp. 31-42]
	War with Toy Soldiers [pp. 43-44]
	Twelve Free Verse Haiku [pp. 45-45]
	Eve's Awakening [pp. 46-47]
	Vision Test [pp. 48-49]
	Night Travel [pp. 50-53]
	"Kicking the Leaves" Donald Hall and Jane Kenyon at Eagle Pond Farm [pp. 54-64]
	On "White Apples and the Taste of Stone" [pp. 65-68]
	Bound [pp. 69-72]
	Spring Break [pp. 73-74]
	Habit [pp. 75-75]
	Contortionist [pp. 76-76]
	Any Kind of Map [pp. 77-77]
	Performance [pp. 78-78]
	In Any Event [pp. 79-80]
	(Equivocal) [pp. 81-81]
	(Equivocal) [pp. 82-82]
	To Calvary [pp. 83-112]
	Alive [pp. 113-114]
	O, the River Is Deep and the Water Is Wide [pp. 115-116]
	Archangel [pp. 117-117]
	Furnishing the Frog Cosmos [pp. 118-118]
	Insurance [pp. 119-119]
	On the Buttocks [pp. 120-120]
	Temporary Disfigurement [pp. 121-121]
	The Night I Sang [pp. 122-122]
	A Capital Trip [pp. 123-123]
	Teeth [pp. 124-141]
	Melospiza Melodia [pp. 142-142]
	Out of Sixteen Portraits, One Turns to Look [pp. 143-144]
	The Seals [pp. 145-145]
	Bee Balm and Coneflower [pp. 146-146]
	At the Infirmary [pp. 147-147]
	In Happy Hollow [pp. 148-149]
	A Guidebook to the Soul [pp. 150-150]
	Octubro [pp. 151-156]
	An Interview with Colin and Kathryn Harrison [pp. 157-176]
	Toward Its Being Safe, Legal, and Rare [pp. 177-180]
	Back Matter



