
Out of Sixteen Portraits, One Turns to Look 

for Anna Akhmatova 

Prison gates at this hour 

smell of sulfur and burn the tongue. 

On the third day she gets up and makes tea. 

As if there is something besides river to be found, 
the ice breaks up. 

A bird caught in thistle, 
thistle caught in water. 

Asia, Abyssinia, the Crimea, we are tired. 

Sensei, all long train rides lead into a square. 

The boulevards just swept and finished, 
the paint tasting of wax and powders. 
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The Futurists and Acmeists can leave me for dead for all I care. 

And with "just the right figure for ballet." 

At this hour the window she's chosen 

for her son's is a blank eye among blank eyes, 

her face to him a white impression on snow. 

And gun-shots and the shops always dark; 
a forest of suicides from factories that smell of candy. 

I take it all back, how it seemed, how it was. 

The river over reason is at war with sky. 

Clock on the dresser, half-drunk glass. 

144 


	Article Contents
	p. 143
	p. 144

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 37, No. 1 (Spring, 2007) pp. I-VI, 1-184
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. V-VI]
	Tales from a Family Album: The Justices [pp. 1-12]
	Whoever like You and All Doves [pp. 13-15]
	Spoon and Tree [pp. 16-17]
	Murmur [pp. 18-18]
	I [pp. 19-20]
	Child and Woman [pp. 21-21]
	Distances at Sea [pp. 22-23]
	Photograph 3014: Execution of an Unknown Boy [pp. 24-25]
	Pages from the Textbook of Alternate History: Columbus Discovers Asia [pp. 26-30]
	September, 1981 [pp. 31-42]
	War with Toy Soldiers [pp. 43-44]
	Twelve Free Verse Haiku [pp. 45-45]
	Eve's Awakening [pp. 46-47]
	Vision Test [pp. 48-49]
	Night Travel [pp. 50-53]
	"Kicking the Leaves" Donald Hall and Jane Kenyon at Eagle Pond Farm [pp. 54-64]
	On "White Apples and the Taste of Stone" [pp. 65-68]
	Bound [pp. 69-72]
	Spring Break [pp. 73-74]
	Habit [pp. 75-75]
	Contortionist [pp. 76-76]
	Any Kind of Map [pp. 77-77]
	Performance [pp. 78-78]
	In Any Event [pp. 79-80]
	(Equivocal) [pp. 81-81]
	(Equivocal) [pp. 82-82]
	To Calvary [pp. 83-112]
	Alive [pp. 113-114]
	O, the River Is Deep and the Water Is Wide [pp. 115-116]
	Archangel [pp. 117-117]
	Furnishing the Frog Cosmos [pp. 118-118]
	Insurance [pp. 119-119]
	On the Buttocks [pp. 120-120]
	Temporary Disfigurement [pp. 121-121]
	The Night I Sang [pp. 122-122]
	A Capital Trip [pp. 123-123]
	Teeth [pp. 124-141]
	Melospiza Melodia [pp. 142-142]
	Out of Sixteen Portraits, One Turns to Look [pp. 143-144]
	The Seals [pp. 145-145]
	Bee Balm and Coneflower [pp. 146-146]
	At the Infirmary [pp. 147-147]
	In Happy Hollow [pp. 148-149]
	A Guidebook to the Soul [pp. 150-150]
	Octubro [pp. 151-156]
	An Interview with Colin and Kathryn Harrison [pp. 157-176]
	Toward Its Being Safe, Legal, and Rare [pp. 177-180]
	Back Matter



